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HIS  Le£lure  was  founded  by  Dr.  Croone,  who  was  one  of  the  Importance  of 

the  fubjeft. 

original  Fellows  of  this  Society,  having  been  previoufly  a member  of 
thofe  private  meetings  which  laid  the  foundation  of  this  inlbitution. 

He  was  not  only  a phyhcian  of  learning  and  eminence,  but  his  cha- 
racter for  tafte,  as  well  as  for  mathematical  and  natural  knowledge, 
was  fo  diftinguilhed,  that  he  was  eleCted  Profeffor  of  Rhetoric  in 
Grefliam  College*,  and  was  appointed  a member  of  the  firft  council 
of  the  Royal  Society.  What  prompted  him  to  perpetuate  and  keep 
alive  an  attention  to  this  fubjeCt  was,  no  doubt,  an  opinion  of  its 
importance  and  difficulty.  There  are  certain  branches  of  know- 

^ See  Ward’s  Lires  of  the  Grefham  Profeflbrs. 
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Extenfive  in- 
fluenceof  muf- 
cular  power  in 
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ledge  which,  being  confidered  as  belonging  to  particular  profeffions, 
appear  lefs  interefting  to  men  who  entertain  a tafte  for  general 
fcience  ; and  this  has  in  fome  meafure  been  the  cafe  with  inquiries 
relating  to  the  animal  oeconomy.  But  when  we  confider  the  rank 
which  animated  beings  hold  in  the  fcale  of  Nature,  and  that  Muf- 
cular  Motion  involves  fome  of  the  moft  important  circumftances 
relating  to  them,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  this  is  a fubjedt  highly 
interefting,  as  a branch  of  natural  knowledge  in  general,  indepen- 
dent of  its  utility  as  fubfervient  to  medicine.  For  though  fenhtive 
beings  bear  no  affignable  proportion  to  the  great  volume  of  the  ma- 
terial world,  yet  as  man  belongs  to  this  clafs  of  exiftence,  and  as 
all  other  exigence  would  feem  to  be  created  in  vain,  unlefs  there 
were  beings  capable  of  perception  and  enjoyment,  the  inveiligatioii 
of  animal  nature  appears  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance,  not  only 
as  the  grounds  of  a ufeful  art,  but  as  an  objedl  of  philofophical 
curiofity. 

Mufcular  motion  is  juftly  deemed  an  important  and  acharaflerlfllc 
attribute  of  animated  beings,  not  only  as  conferring  that  loco-mo- 
tive faculty  peculiar  to  animals,  and  that  power  by  which  they  are 
enabled  to  exercife  a command  over  external  objects,  but  alfo  as  it 
conftitutes  that  energy  by  which  the  motion  of  the  fluids  and  all 
the  internal  fun£Hons  of  the  body  are  carried  on.  For  we  are  to 
confider  as  mufcles  not  only  thofe  large  mafles  of  flefh  which  com- 
pofe  fo  great  a proportion  of  the  whole  bulk  of  the  body,  but  like- 
wife  all  the  minuter  organs  fubfervient  to  circulation,  nutrition, 
and  fecretion  ; fince  not  only  the  heart  itfelf,  but  the  whole  vafcu- 
lar  fyflem  and  the  inteflines,  owe  their  adlion  to  certain  powers  of 
irritability  and  contradility  peculiar  to  mufcular  fibres. 
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In  inveftigating  this  fubje£t,  it  feems  moft  natural  to  begin  by 
comparing  the  mufcles,  and  the  motion  belonging  to  them,  to  other 
modifications  of  matter  and  motion  that  occur  in  nature. 

A mufcle,  even  in  fo  far  as  its  flru(fture  is  an  object  of  our  fenfes 
in  its  dead  ftate,  has  charaflers  which  difHnguilh  it  from  every 
other  fubftance  in  nature.  The  mofl  ftriking  of  thefe,  is  its  re- 
gular organization  of  parallel  fibres.  The  fibrous  ft rudlure  is,  in- 
deed, found  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  fuch  as  the  tendons  and 
ligaments,  and  alfo  in  vegetables,  fome  of  which  are  even  poflefted 
of  vlfible  irritability  ; and  a fimilar  conformation  is  manifeft  in  fome 
minerals,  fuch  as  the  ajhejlos  ; but  there  is  a certain  degree  of  tena- 
city, elafticlty,  and  moifture,  which,  joined  to  its  fibrous  organi- 
zation, diftinguifti  it  from  every  other  form  of  matter.  With  re- 
gard to  the  minute  ftrudlure  of  mufcles,  though  fome  have  fancied 
they  have  feen,  by  the  help  of  glafles,  the  ultimate  fibres,  and 
thefe  confifting  either  of  hollow  tubes,  or  firings  of  veficles,  or  rhom- 
boidal  articulations,  according  to  the  refpedlivc  theory  with  which 
the  mind  of  the  obferver  was  prepoflefled,  it  appears,  from  the  beft 
microfcopical  obferv^ations,  that  the  fibres  are  divifible  beyond  what 
the  powers  of  the  beft  aflifted  fight  can  trace,  and  that  they  are  to 
all  appearance  uniform. 

This  regular  fibrous  ftruflure  of  mufcles,  may  be  compared  to 
the  cryftallifation  of  falts,  and  other  regular,  forms  which  inanimate 
bodies  afliame,  when  pafting  to  a folid  form  from  a ftate  of  folutlon 
or  fufion.  Every  fpecies  of  matter  has  a mode  of  aggi*egatlon  pe- 
culiar to  itfelf,  when  its  particles  are  at  liberty  to  attraft  each  other 
according  to  that  tendency  which  has  been  called  polarity. 
Thofe  who  firft  conceived  this  idea,  feemed  to  have  proceeded  on 
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the  fuppofition  of  the  ultimate  particles  of  matter  being  folid  bo- 
dies, infinitely  hard,  having  their  different  fides  endowed  with 
different  powers  of  attra(5lion  and  repulfion,  fb  as  to  give  various 
configurations  to  the  parts  of  matter,  when  concreting  into  a folid 
form.  There  is  another  and  later  idea  of  polarity,  founded  on  the 
hypothefis  of  the  ultimate  particles  of  matter  being  combinations 
of  attracting  and  repelling  points,  which  when  brought  much  within 
the  natural  limits  of  thefe  powers,  produce  unequal  degrees  of  at- 
traction and  repulfion  at  equal  diftances  from  their  common  centre, 
thereby  defining  what  may  be  called  the  lhape  of  the  particles,  and 
confHtuting  polarity.  In  whatever  manner  we  conceive  this  to  take 
place,  fome  fuch  clrcumftance  feems  univerfal,  and  perhaps  necef- 
fary  to  all  the  varieties  of  folid  matter  ; and  there  is  in  fome  in- 
ftances  a difference  in  the  appearance  and  other  properties  of  the 
fame  fubftance,  after  paffing  from  a fluid  to  a folid  form,  according 
as  its  particles  have  been  at  liberty  to  follow  more  or  lefs  freely  the 
tendency  of  their  polarity  in  the  aCl  of  concretion.  This  may  be 
illuftrated  by  the  freezing  of  water,  and  the  cryftallifation  of  falts, 
which  are  more  or  lefs  regular  or  confufed,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  they  have  taken  place.  The  fame  may  be 
exemplified  in  metals  and  other  fubffances ; for  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  properties  of  iron  and  glafs,  in  point  of  cohefion  and  elafti- 
city,  are  very  much  affeCled  by  the  quicknefs  or  flownefs  with 
which  they  pafs  from  a flate  of  fufion  to  a ftate  of  folidity.  It  is 
probably  in  fome  circumftance  of  this  kind  that  mufcles  differ  from 
other  foft  animal  matter.  We  cannot  trace  by  infpeClIon  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  fluid  nutritious  matter  is  applied  in  forming  folid 
parts  ; but  as  mufcles  are  compofed  of  parts  fo  regularly  figured 

* See  Dr.  Blagden’s  Experiments  on  the  cooling  of  W.iter  below  its  freezing  point. 
Phil.Tranf.  Vol.LXXVIII.  page  143. 
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and  endowed  with  contradlility,  it  feems  probable  that  there  is 
fome  provifion  made  by  Nature,  whereby  the  particles  follow  the 
exa<5l  impulfe  of  their  polarity,  and  conftitute  a more  exquifitc 
ftrudlure  than  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

So  far  with  regard  to  the  chara£ler  of  a Mufcle,  confidered  in  its 
dead  ftate. 

The  firft  circumftaiice  that  meets  the  attention  in  conhdering  its 
living  ftate,  is  that  contradile  power  or  motion,  which  is  properly 
the  fubjed  of  this  Ledure ; and  in  order  to  inveftigate  its  nature, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  compare  it  with  that  which  takes  place  in 
inanimate  bodies,  by  conlidering  the  nature  of  motion  in  general. 

So  far  as  we  know,  either  from  adual  obfervation,  or  from  ana- 
logy, there  does  not  exift  in  nature  any  fuch  thing  as  abfolute  reji: 
for  when  we  contemplate  the  motions  of  the  earth  and  heavenly 
bodies,  the  various  complications  of  the  planetary  revolutions  in 
their  rotation  round  their  own  axes,  and  in  the  paths  of  their  orbits, 
in  the  irregularities  arifing  from  the  difturbances  of  their  mutual 
gravitation,  and  from  the  preceffion  of  the  equinoxes,  not  to  mention 
the  influence  of  the  innumerable  fid^rial  fyftems  upon  each  other  *, 
it  may  be  affirmed,  on  inconteflible  principles,  that  no  particle  of  mat- 
ter ever  was,  or  will  be,  for  two  inflants  of  time,  in  the  fame  place, 
and  that  no  particle  of  it  ever  has  returned,  or  will  return,  to  any  one 
point  of  abfolute  fpace  which  it  has  ever  formerly  occupied.  Whe- 
ther motion,  therefore,  can  ftridly  be  called  an  ejfeniiai  property  of 
matter  or  not,  it  is,  certainly,  by  the  adual  conftltutlon  of  nature, 
originally  and  indefeafibly  imprefled  upon  it ; and  as  reft  does  not 

» See  Dr.  Herfchel’s  paper  on  the  conftrudion  of  the  Heavens.  Phil.  Tranf. 
Vol.  LXXV.  page  231. 
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cxift  in  nature,  but  may  be  confidered,  in  a vulgar  fenfe,  as  a fal- 
lacy of  the  fenfes,  and  in  a philofophical  fenfe,  as  an  abftraflion  of 
the  mind,  it  follows,  that  what  is  called  the  vis  inertice  of  matter, 
is  not  a refiftance  to  a change  from  reft  to  motion,  or  from  motion 
to  reft,  but  a refiftance  to  acceleration  or  retardation,  or  to  change 
of  diredlion.  If  it  Ihould  be  alledged,  that  any  given  particle  or 
portion  of  matter  is  carried  along  by  virtue  of  the  motion  of  the 
planet  to  which  it  belongs,  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  the  earth  or 
any  other  planet  is  nothing  more  than  a congeries  of  fuch  particles, 
each  of  which  muft  poftefs  a fhare  of  the  fame  energy  which  ani- 
mates the  whole  mafs. 


Farther  proof 
of  the  aftive 
nature  of  mat- 
ter. 


Mechanical 
impulfecannot 
be  a primary 
caufe  of  mo- 
tion. 


The  adlive  nature  of  matter  is  farther  proved  by  thofe  attradlions 
and  repulfions  which  univerfally  take  place  among  its  parts,  how- 
ever near  or  remote  ; and  every  inftance  of  motion  within  the  cog- 
nifance  of  our  fenfes,  in  the  bodies  around  us,  is  referrible,  either  in 
Itfelf  or  its  caufe,  to  fome  mode  of  attradlion  or  repulfion.  Me- 
chanical impulfe  being  the  moft  familiar  caufe  of  motion  in  the 
ordinary  events  of  life,  is  apt  to  be  confidered  as  the  moft  fimple 
and  original  caufe  of  it ; but  it  is  obvious,  upon  refledlion,  that  it 
cannot  originate  in  itfelf,  and  that  all  collifions  are  produced  either 
by  the  efficiency  of  living  animals,  that  is,  by  mufcular  adlion,  or 
by  means  of  fome  operation  of  nature,  depending  on  attradlion  or 
repulfion.  Of  the  firft  kind,  all  the  mechanical  operations  of  art 
are  examples  ; and  with  regard  to  the  others,  they  may,  if  care- 
fully inveftlgated,  be  referred  in  every  inftance,  either  immediately 
or  remotely,  to  the  above-mentioned  inherent  energies  of  matter. 
The  natural  agitation  of  air  or  water,  for  inftance,  may  produce  mo- 
tion by  impulfe,  or  may  bring  two  folld  bodies  to  impinge  upon 
each  other ; but  it  is  evident  that  thefe  motions  in  the  atmofphere 
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or  the  ocean,  could  not  take  place  without  gravitation,  which  is 
one  of  the  attraflive  powers  of  matter. 

Attraction  and  rcpulfion  may  be  conhdered  as  one  principle,  in- 
afmuch  as  they  are  both  expreffive  of  that  aCtive  ftate  originally 
inherent  in  matter,  and  becaufe  any  two  particles,  having  affinity 
with  each  other,  either  attract  or  repel,  according  to  their  diflance, 
their  common  temperature,  and  other  circumftances  ; and  it  is  fo 
univerfal  an  agent  in  nature,  that  fome  modern  philofophers  have 
made  it  abforb,  as  it  were,  every  other  power  and  property  of  mat- 
ter. The  late  Father  Bofcovich*,  of  Milan,  about  forty  years  ago, 
advanced  a very  bold  doCtrlne  to  this  effeCt,  alledging,  with  great 
flrength  of  argument,  illuftrated  by  geometrical  reafoning,  that 
there  does  not  exift  in  nature  any  fuch  thing  as  impenetrable  ex- 
tended particles  ; and  he  deduces  all  the  phasnomena  of  the  mate- 
rial world  from  ene  principle,  which  fuppofes  it  conlfituted  of 
points  having  feveral  fpheres  of  attraction  and  repulfion,  which  be- 
ing varioufly  arranged  and  combined,  produce  the  different  forms  and 
properties  of  matter,  and  its  feveral  powers,  fuch  as  chemical  at- 
traction, cohelion,  and  gravitation.  Whether  this  hypothefis  is 
founded  in  truth  or  not,  it  would  appear  from  the  reafonings  made 
ufe  of,  that  all  the  relative  properties  of  matter  may  be  accounted 
for,  though  we  abftraCt  from  every  other  confideration  but  attrac- 
tion and  repuhion. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  muf- 
cular  motion,  it  is  not  referrlble  to  mechanifm,  which  is  itfelf  only 


•»  See  this  do£lrine  fully  explained,  in  a work  entitled,  Thcorla  nova  PhUofoph'ue 
naturalh  redaBa  ad  unlearn,  legem,  l^c.  Rogerio  Bofeovkh.  Fenetiis,  1763. 
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a fecondary  principle.  Some  theories  have  had  recourfe  to  the  con-' 
veyance  of  a fluid  into  the  fibres  of  mufcles,  by  which  they  were 
fwelled,  and  thereby  ftiortened.  One  of  the  mofl:  plaufible  of 
thefe  hypothefes  fuppofes  this  fluid  to  be  the  blood ; but  this  is 
plainly  a petitio  principli ; for,  in  order  to  give  motion  to  the  blood, 
the  very  power  in  queflion  is  neceflary.  Other  fluids  have  been 
fuppofed  to  have  this  effeft,  but  even  the  exifl:ence  of  thefe  has  not 
been  proved.  I will  not  detain  this  learned  audience  with  a recital 
of  the  numerous  theories  of  this  kind  that  have  been  invented  by 
fanciful  and  ingenious  men,  only  one  of  which  can  be  true,  and 
the  mofl:  folid  objeflions  could  be  urged  againfl  them  all.  Other 
arguments,  derived  from  the  nature  of  irritability  and  fenflbility, 
could,  if  neceflary,  be  brought  to  prove  that  Mufcular  Motion  can- 
not depend  on  any  mechanical  caufe  : but  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  was 
fully  treated  of  by  the  ingenious  Gentleman  who  delivered  the 
Croonian  Ledlure  lafl  year. 

As  it  has  been  proved  that  all  matter  is  in  a flate  of  perpetual 
motion,  originally  imprelTed  upon  it  by  Nature,  alfo  that  attra(5lion 
and  repulfion  are  eflential  to  it,  and  the  ultimate  caufes  of  all  new 
motions  that  can  arife  in  the  univerfe,  mechanical  adlion  being 
only  a fecondary  caufe,  it  feems  mofl  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of 
nature,  to  refer  Mufcular  Motion  to  an  original  law  of  animated 
matter,  whereby  its  particles  are  endowed  with  an  attradlive  power 
for  which  no  caufe  can  be  afflgned,  any  more  than  for  gravitation, 
cohefion,  or  chemical  affinity.  If  I underfland  it  right,  this  was 
the  doflrine  laid  down  and  illuflrated  lafl  year  by  Do£lor  Fordyce, 
and  to  which  I am  endeavouring  to  contribute  fome  additional  proofs 
and  illuflrations,  from  a conviftion  that  it  is  the  only  rational  and 
philofophical  light  in  which  this  fubjed:  has  hitherto  been  viewed. 

If 
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If  the  fhortening  of  a mufcular  fibre  depends  on  this  increafed 
power  of  attradfion  between  its  particles,  the  efFedl  of  it  will  be  to 
add  to  the  power  of  cohefion  in  the  fibre,  and  if  this  fhall  be  found 
in  fadl  to  be  the  cafe,  it  will  be  a farther  proof  of  the  doftrine  iuft 
now  advanced.  In  order  to  decide  this,  I made  the  following  ex- 
periment upon  the  flexor  mufcle  of  the  thumb  of  a man,  five  hours 
after  death,  while  the  parts  were  yet  warm  and  flexible.  All  the 
parts  of  the  joint  having  been  feparated,  except  the  tendon,  a weight 
was  hung  to  it,  fo  as  to  adl  in  the  natural  diredlion,  and  was  In- 
creafed gradually  till  the  mufcle  broke,  which  happened  when 
twenty-fix  pounds  had  been'appended.  I found  that  a man  of  the 
fame  age,  and  the  fame  apparent  fize  and  ftrength,  with  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  preceding  experiment,  could  with  eafe  lift  thirty-eight 
pounds  by  the  voluntary  exertion  of  the  fame  mufcle.  It  is  far- 
ther in  proof  of  this  fa61:,  that  in  the  cafe  of  a violent  ftrain  from 
mufcular  contradlion  in  the  living  body,  it  is  the  tendon  that  gives 
way,  whereas  we  have  feen,  in  the  experiment  jufl;  now  related, 
that  in  the  dead  body,  the  mufcle  is  the  weaker  of  the  two.  It  is 
alfo  well  known,  that  in  cafes  of  over-exertion,  the  mufcular 
fibres  themfelves  do  not  give  way,  though  the  ftrongeft  tendons, 
fuch  as  the  Undo  Achtllis,  and  even  bones,  fuch  as  the  knee-pan, 
are  broke  by  their  living  force  *,  which,  in  fuch  inllances,  muft  be 
many  times  greater  than  the  flrength  of  the  dead  fibres. 

* There  is  a cafe  related  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions,  by  Mr.  Amyand, 
wherein  the  os  humeri  was  broken  by  an  exertion  of  the  mufcles.  See  Phil.  Tranf. 
Vol.  XLIIf.  page  252.  Every  one  has  obferved  or  heard  of  fradlures  happening 
from  very  flight  accidents.  Thefe  occur  moft  probably  from  a jerk  of  the  mufcles 
concurring  with  the  external  violence. 
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The  fenlible  increafe  of  hardnefs  in  a mufcle,  when  in  a ftate  of 
contra<5ilon,  may  alfo  be  confidered  as  a proof  of  an  increafed  attrac- 
tion of  its  particles  to  each  other  at  that  time. 

In  invefHgating  this  fubjedl  farther,  it  is  of  importance. to  de- 
termine, whether  or  not  a mufcle,  when  in  a Ifate  of  contra«£lion , 
undergoes  any  change  of  denlity.  A comparifon  of  it  in  this  re- 
fpedt  with  dead  matter,  may  throw  fome  light  on  the  nature  of 
mufcular  adtion. 

Every  homogeneous  body  poflelTes  a certain  degree  of  denfity, 
determined  by  the  dilfance  of  its  integrant  particles.  The  moll 
common  means  in  nature,  by  which  the  denfity  of  fuch  bodies  is 
altered,  are  heat  and  cold  ; the  one  univerfally  producing  expan- 
fion,  the  other  condenfation.  Whether  mechanical  force  has  the 
fame  effedts  is  a point  in  natural  phllofophy  not  fo  well  afceitained  ; 
for  though  tenfion  and  collifion  produce  in  folid  elaftic  bodies  a 
change  of  figure,  which  they  immediately, refume  when  the  force 
is  withdrawn,  it  has  not  been  enquired,  fo  far  as  I know,  whether 
in  fuch  cafes,  a change  of  denfity  takes  place  while  the  body  is  in 
the  ftate  of  elongation  or  compreffion.  Two  elaftic  balls,  in  the  adl  of 
collifion,  undergo  a momentary  change  of  figure,  fo  that  there  muft 
be  an  approximation  of  particles  in  the  diredlion  in  which  they  are 
flattened ; and  in  the  elongation  of  an  elaftic  chord  by  tenfion,  there 
muft  be  an  increafed  diftance  of  the  particles  in  one  diredlion,  but 
w'hile  thefe  changes  take  place  in  one  dimenfioii  of  the  refpedlive 
bodies,  they  may  be  compenfated  by  contrary  changes  in  the  other 
dimenfions  ; fo  that  the  feveral  bodies  may  preferve,  upon  the 
whole,  the  fame  folid  contents.  In  order  to  afcertain  this  In  the 
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cafe  of  tenfion,  which  is  the  only  cafe  bearing  analogy  to  Mufcular 
Motion,  I made  the  following  experiment  : I took  a piece  of  the 
elaftic  gum,  or  kahoutchouck,  three  inches  fquare,  and  about  the 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  thicknefs  ; I procured  a piece  of  flaeet-tin, 
three  inches  broad,  and  fix  inches  long,  cut  into  fharp  teeth  at  each 
end.  The  gum  was  firfl  weighed  in  air,  and  found  to  be  380.25 
grains.  It  was  then  weighed  in  water,  along  with  the  tin,  to 
which  it  was  loofely  attached,  and  the  weight  of  both  was  then 
758,75  grains.  The  gum  was  then  ftretched  upon  the  tin,  by 
means  of  the  teeth  at  each  end,  to  a furface  of  about  five  inches 
fquare,  the  tin  being  bent  fo  as  to  leave  a free  fpace  between  it  and 
the  gum,  in  order  that  when  immerfed  in  the  water,  no  air  bub- 
bles might  be  entangled.  In  this  fituatlon,  the  weight  of  both  in 
water  was  found  to  be  746,75  grains.  Here  was  a difference  of  twelve 
grains,  which  could  be  owing  only  to  a diminution  of  fpecific  gravi- 
ty ; and  in  order  to  be  fure  that  there  was  no  fallacy  nor  inaccuracy 
in  the  experiment,  the  gum  was  immediately  afterwards  difengaged 
from  one  end  of  the  tin,  fo  as  to  allow  it  to  flirink,  and  being  again 
weighed  in  this  hate  in  the  water,  it  was  found  to  have  recovered 
exadlly  its  former  weight.  This,  as  well  as  the  fubfequent  ftatical 
experiments,  was  performed  by  means  of  the  exqulfite  balance 
lately  invented  and  conhrudled  by  Mr.  Ramfden,  and  belonging  to 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  politely  allowed  .me  the  ufe  of  it.  I was 
alfo  affifled  by  Mr.  Gilpin,  clerk  of  this  fociecy,  who  is  extremely 
accurate  and  expert  in  all  operations  of  this  kind. 

Now,  does  the  hate  of  relaxation  and  contraftion  make  in  like 
manner  a temporary  difference  in  the  denfity  of  mufcles  ? When  the 
circumhance  of  decurtation  only  is  confidered,  we  fliould  be  tempted 
to  think  that  there  muh  be  an  approximation  of  the  particles  of  the 
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fibre  ; but  there  is  at  the  fame  time  a lateral  fwelling  of  the  mufcle, 
which  may  compenfate  for  what  is  loft  in  the  other  dimenfion. 
This  point  cannot  be  decided  but  by  an  experimental  examination. 
It  might  be  determined  whether  a mufcle  occupies  moft  fpace  when 
relaxed  or  when  contratfted,  by  finding  its  fpecific  gravity  in  each 
of  thefe  ftates  by  means  of  the  hydroftatical  balance.  But  this 
would  be  found  extremely  difficult ; for  the  ftate  of  contraction  is 
very  tranfitory,  and  the  motion  Itfelf  would  produce  fuch  a diftur- 
bance,  as  would  render  the  refult  unfatisfaCtory.  As  there  is  this 
obftacle  to  the  experiment  on  a living  mufcle,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  it  might  be  performed  on  the  mufcles  of  a fifh,  which  had 
undergone  the  operation  of  crimpings  as  it  is  called  ; for,  in  confe- 
quence  of  dividing  the  mufcles,  by  cutting  them  when  alive,  they 
undergo  a contraction,  which  continues  after  death*;  and  upon 
comparing,  by  the  hydroftatic  balance,  portions  of  mufcle  which 
had  been  crimpt,  with  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fame  fifh, 
which  had  on  purpofe  been  faved  from  this  operation,  it  did  not 
appear  that  there  was  any  difference  in  the  fpecific  gravity.  Two 

* It  has  been  made  a queftion,  whether  life  and  its  aClions  may  not  affeCl  the  ab- 
folutc  gravity  of  bodies  ? Though  this  doubt  has  not  arifen  upon  any  affignable  grounds 
that  I know  of,  unlefs  it  be  that  one  unknown  principle  may  afFeCl  another  equally 
unknown,  I thought  it  might  be  worth  while  to  determine  it  by  experiment.  The 
firft  trials  were  with  animals  of  warm  blood  inclofed  in  oillkin,  and  clofe  tin  veflels, 
but  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  accuracy  of  thefe,  from  the  difficulty  of  cutting  off 
all  communication  with  the  external  air,  fo  as  to  prevent  moifture  from  exhaling,  I 
inclofed  live  eels  in  flalks,  and  fealed  them  hermetically;  and,  in  this  fituation, 
their  weight  when  alive  being  compared  with  their  weight  when  dead,  there  did  not 
appear  any  reafon  to  fufpeCl  that  the  mere  circumftance  of  life  made  any  difference 
in  regard  to  gravity. 
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trials  were  made,  one  with  the  maffeter  mufcles  of  a Ikate,  the 
other  with  the  fides  of  a large  trout. 

The  following  experiment  was  alfo  made,  in  order  to  decide  the 
comparative  deniity  of  a contradted  and  relaxed  mufcle.  I took  a 
glafs  flafk,  into  which  one  half  of  a living  eel  was  introduced. 
The  mouth  was  immediately  afterwards  fufed  by  a blow-pipe,  and 
drawn  into  a tube  like  the  ftem  of  a thermometer.  The  flalk  and 
tube  were  then  filled  with  water,  in  order  to  fee  whether  the  mo- 
tion of  the  animal  would  make  the  fluid  rife  or  fall.  It  had  neither 
the  one  effedt  nor  the  other,  though  there  were  at  times  flrong 
convulfions,  and  if  the  mufcles  had  at  any  one  time  occupied  either 
more  fpace  or  lefs  than  at  another,  a fenfible  fludluation  would  have 
been  produced,  efpecially  when  the  column  of  fluid  was  rendered 
very  fine,  by  the  introdudlion  of  a fteel  wire  to  irritate  the  parts. 
That  part  of  the  eel  from  the  anus  to  the  tail  was  made  ufe  of  for 
this  experiment,  as  the  other  dlvlfion,  containing  the  organs  of 
refpiratlon  and  the  air-bladder,  might  have  occafioned  a fallacy, 
from  the  expanfion  or  condenfation  of  an  elaflic  fluid,  by  acciden- 
tal changes  of  temperature,  or  compreflion.  This  was  repeated 
three  times,  with  the  fame  refult.  In  one  of  the  trials,  the  above- 
mentioned  portion  of  two  eels  was  introduced,  and  though  they 
were  at  times  both  in  convulfions  at  once,  not  the  leaf!:  motion  of 
the  fluid  in  the  tube  could  be  perceived. 

I was  the  more  defirous  to  be  accurate  in  this  and  the  preceding 
experiments,  as  the  refult  of  them  was  different  from  my  own  pre- 
pofl'effion  at  the  time,  and  different,  I believe,  from  the  opinion  of 
mofl  modern  phyfiologifls.  It  may  fafely  be  inferred  from  them, 
that  the  contraction  of  a mufcle  produces  no  change  in  itsdenfity, 
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and  that  animal  life  difrers  from  inanimate  matter  in  this  refpefl:,  as 
well  as  in  mofl;  of  its  other  properties  and  laws.  One  purpofe  in  na- 
ture for  mufcles  always  prefervlng  the  fame  denfity  may  be,  that 
as  fome  of  them  a£l  in  confined  cavities,  inconvenience  might  arife 
from  their  occupying  more  fpace  at  one  time  than  another.  In 
the  extremities  of  crufiaceous  animals,  for  inftance,  which  are  filled 
with  mufcles,  a change  of  denfity  would  be  apt  to  burft  them. 
This  may  alfo  be  confidered  as  a proof  of  the  fa£l  itfelf. 

Another  circumftance  in  which  the  contradtions  of  mufcles  difrers 
from  fimple  elafticity  is,  that  the  former,  however  frequent  and 
violent,  does  not  produce  any  heat  as  collifion  and  tenfion  are 
known  to  do.  This  may  admit  of  fome  cavil  with  regard  to  ani- 
mals of  warm  blood ; for,  one  of  the  theories  with  regard  to  ani- 
mal heat  is,  that  it  arifes  from  the  perpetual  vibration  of  mufcular 
fibres,  particularly  thofe  of  the  vafcular  fyftem  ; but  this  will  not 
hold  with  refpedb  to  animals  of  cold  blood,  in  which  the  a£Hons  of 
life  are  equally  vigorous. 

The  principal  phaenomena,  therefore,  of  Mufcular  Motion,  are 
the  fhortening  of  the  fibres,  the  lateral  fvvell,  the  increafe  of  cohe- 
fion  and  hardnefs,  and  the  unchanged  denfity  and  temperature. 
It  would  appear,  from  the  two  laft  circumflances,  that  the  intimate 
motions  of  the  particles  in  relation  to  each  other,  mufi;  be  different 
from  what  take  place  in  the  feveral  inflances  of  contradlion  and 
expanfion  in  dead  bodies.  In  the  expanfion  arifing  from  the  adlion 
of  heat,  and  the  contraction  from  cold,  the  change  of  denfity  fhews 
that  in  the  one  cafe,  the  ultimate  particles  muft  recede  from  each 
other  ; and  in  the  other  cafe,  that  they  muft  approach.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  elafticity.  But  as  there  is  no  alteration  of  the  den- 
fity 
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fxty  of  a mufcle  in  paffing  from  relaxation  to  contradlion,  this 

change  cannot  conhfl  in  the  approximation  of  the  integrant  parts 

of  the  fibres,  but  muff  depend  on  fome  other  circumftance  in  the 

intimate  difpofition  of  the  particles.  In  attempting  to  conceive  in 

what  this  confiffs,  the  following  explanation  may  be  offered 

It  was  formerly  mentioned  that  the  regular  flrudture  of  folid  bodies  A Theory  of 

Mufcuiar  con- 

depended  on  the  polarity  and  fhape  of  their  integrant  parts.  Now  iraaion. 
all  bodies,  except  fuch  as  are  fphaerical,  muft  have  a long  and  a 
fhort  axis  ; and  let  us  imagine  the  fibres  of  mufcles  to  be  compofed 
of  fphseroidal  particles  ; we  may  then  conceive  relaxation  to  confift 
in  their  being  dlfpofed  with  their  long  axis  in  the  line  of  the  fibres, 
and  contraction  to  confiff  in  their  flaort  axis  being  difpofed  more  or 
lefs  in  that  dlreClion.  This  will  not  only  account  for  the  de- 
curtation,  and  uniform  denfity,  but  for  the  lateral  fwell,  and 
alfo  for  the  increafed  hardnefs  and  cohefion ; for  though  the 
particles  do  not  approach  or  recede,  as  in  bodies  fimply  elafllc, 
yet  their  power  of  attraction  will  be  increafed  by  their  cen- 
tres being  brought  nearer,  and  by  being  applied  * to  each  other 
by  more  oblate  furfaces.  This  hypothelis  accords  with  what 
has  been  before  proved,  concerning  the  unchangeable  denfity; 
for  what  is  loft  in  one  dimenfion,  is  gained  in  another ; and  the 
eaufe  for  there  being  no  increafe  of  temperature,  depends  proba- 
bly on  the  fame  circumftance  by  which  the  denfity  is  preferved 
unaltered. 

* By  being  applied,  I do  not  mean  that  they  are  aClually  in  conta^\  for  it  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  elFeCl:  of  heat  in  expanding  bodies,  and  of  cold  in  condenfing  them, 
that  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  contadl;  of  the  ultimate  particles  of  matter,  even 
ori  the  fuppofition  that  thefe  confift  of  impenetrable  bodies  infinitely  hard. 
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WHAT  has  been  hitherto  advanced  on  this  fubje(^};,  has  tended 
only  to  explain  that  Hate  of  a mufcular  fibre  which  renders  it  fuf- 
ceptible  of  contradtion,  and  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  that  change 
which  takes  place  in  paffing  from  the  Hate  of  relaxation  to  that  of 
contradlion.  It  Hill  remains  a queHion  by  what  efficient  power 
this  contradlion  is  excited.  We  have,  indeed,  referred  the  caufe 
to  attradlion  ; but  of  attraclions  feme  are  perpetual,  fuch  as  gra- 
vitation, which  exerts  an  equal  and  unremitting  nifus  upon  every 
particle  of  matter,  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  its  adlion  ; and  there  are 
others  fugitive  and  occafional,  fuch  as  eledtricity  and  magnetifm, 
and  we  may  add  mufcular  contradlion.  With  regard  to  the  firH 
kind,  as  it  is  always  uniform,  it  feems  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it 
exifts  as  a part  of  the  invariable  conflltution  of  nature ; but  with 
regard  to  that  which  is  fludtuating,  it  feems  incumbent  on  thofe 
who  fearch  into  the  laws  of  nature,  to  fay  by  what  mode  of  ef- 
ficiency the  attradlion  is  performed,  fo  that  its  adlion  ffiould  take 
place  at  one  time,  and  not  at  another.  In  order  to  anfwer  this 
queftion,  with  regard  to  Mufcular  Motion,  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
fpeclfy  by  what  mode  of  operation  a Jimulus  excites  contradlion. 
Thofe  theories  which  account  for  the  contradlion  of  mufcles,  by 
the  fwelling  of  the  fibres,  in  confequence  of  a conveyance  of  mat- 
ter, profefled  to  account  for  the  operation  of  JiimuU ; but  upon  the 
principles  I have  adopted  in  this  Ledlure,  I am  obliged  to  confefs 
my  entire  ignorance  on  this  fubjedt.  Perhaps  it  is  infcrutable. 
Perhaps  the  Hate  of  human  knowledge  is  not  ripe  for  fuch  an 
inquiry  ; for  we  are  Hill  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  moH  of  thofe 
properties  of  matter  which  bear  any  analogy  to  this,  and  the 
knowledge  of  which  might  tend  to  throw  light  upon  it.  We  know 
that  eledlric  attradlion  depends  on  the  accumulation  of  a fubtle 

fluid, 
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fluid,  but  we  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  magnetifm.  With  re- 
gard to  heat,  which  is  univerfally  a caufe  of  repulfion,  and  the  moft 
general,  powerful,  and  aflive,  as  well  as  the  moft  ufeful  and  fa- 
miliar agent  in  nature,  it  is  hardly  decided  as  yet  whether  it  is  a 
matter  or  a quality;  and  with  regard  to  light,  though  it  is  itfelf 
the  medium  by  which  we  become  acquainted  with  the  moft  re- 
mote objects,  it  is  fo  obfcure  in  its  own  nature,  that  it  is  ftill  a 
queftion  whether  it  confifts  in  the  tranfmiffion  or  vibration  of  a 
fubtle  fluid. 

As  I am  unable,  therefore,  to  explain  the  operation  of  Jhmuli,  I 
fhall  content  myfelf  with  endeavouring  to  enumerate  them. 

Every  natural  caufe  exciting  the  contraftion  of  a mufcular  fibre, 
is  called  a Jiimulus.  They  may  be  divided  into  internal  and  exter- 
nal. As  an  example  of  the  former,  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
may  be  mentioned  ; as  this  is  kept  up  by  an  exciting  influence  of 
the  blood  upon  the  heart  and  veflels  which  contain  and  impel  it. 
The  earlieft  perceivable  inftance  of  Mufcular  motion,  is  the  beating 
of  the  heart,  as  it  is  feen  in  the  firft  rudiments  of  the  embryo  in 
an  egg,  and  called  xh^pundium fallens.  There  feems  to  be  eftablifli- 
ed  by  nature,  a certain  habitude  of  action  between  the  veflels  and 
their  fluids,  whereby  the  former  are  duly  ftimulated  to  propel  the 
latter.  This  does  not  depend  merely  on  the  acrimony  of  the 
fluids  ; for  if  a fluid  even  more  mild  than  the  blood,  fuch  as  milk, 
be'injefted  into  the  circulation,  it  will  produce  great  difturbance  ; 
and  if  the  blood,  by  being  deprived  of  the  influence  of  refpirable  air, 
becomes  deftitute  of  a certain  property  which  it  would  naturally  ac- 
quire in  the  aft  of  refpiration,  it  does  not  prove  a fimulus  to  the 
heart. 
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All  the  func- 
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The  irritability  of  all  the  containing  parts,  is  in  like  manner  ac- 
commodated to  the  nature  of  tlieir  refpedlive  contents.  The  in- 
teflines  are  fo  calculated,  as  to  have  proper  motions  excited  in  them 
by  the  aliment,  and  the  fecretions  which  are  mixed  with  it ; and 
there  are  bodies  which,  though  perfe(ffly  mild,  fuch  as  alimentary 
fubftances  of  difficult  digeflion,  yet  excite  more  violent  commo- 
tions in  the  ftomach  than  other  fubftances  which  are  very  acri- 
monious. The  various  effedls  of  poifons  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  may  alfo  be  mentioned  as  an  illuftration  of  the  peculiar  fuf- 
ceptibility  of  tlie  feveral  organs  of  the  body.  The  poifon  of  a 
viper,  for  inffance,  is  perfectly  innocent,  not  only  in  the  recep- 
tacles of  the  animal  which  produces  it,  but  it  may  be  taken  into  the 
ffomach  of  any  animal  without  the  leaff  bad  effedt,  and  only  exerts 
its  deleterious  power  when  brought  in  contafl  with  a wounded  part. 
Some  vegetable  poifons,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  as  that  of  laurel 
water*,  prove  deadly,  when  taken  into  the  mouth,  or  applied  to 
any  part  of  the  alimentary  canal,  but  are  innocent  when  injefled 
into  the  veins.  The  fame  principle  might  be  illuffrated  by  the  opera- 
tion of  various  medicines,  fome  of  which  a£l  upon  one  fet  of  organs, 
and  fome  upon  another.  But  it  is  meant  here  more  particularly  to 
elucidate  the  natural  internal  afHonsof  the  body  ; and  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  the  receptacles  of  the  feveral  fecreted  fluids,  fuch  as  the 
gall  bladder,  and  bladder  of  urine,  are  fo  adapted  to  their  natural  con- 
tents, by  a due  meafure  of  Irritability,  as  to  bear  their  accumulation 
to  a certain  degree,  and  then  to  expel  them.  We  have  here  alfo  a 
proof  that  irritability  is  not  in  proportion  to  fenfibllity  ; for  both 
thefe  receptacles  are  extremely  fenfible  to  pain  and  irritation,  from 
extraneous  acrimony,  though  fo  moderately  fenfible  to  the  acrimony 
of  their  natural  contents.  This  difpofition  in  the  feveral  organs  to 

* See  Experiments  on  Poifons,  by  Abbe  Fontana. 
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perform  their  natural  funftions,  in  confequence  of  the  Jilmulus  of 
the  relpedfive  fluids  they  contain,  has  aptly  enough  been  called  the 
natural  perception  of  thefe  organs 

It  follows  from  this,  that  the  application  of  chemical  and  me- 
chanical JiimuU  to  irritable  parts,  is  not  a mode  of  experiment  likely 
to  be  productive  of  ufeful  knowledge,  fince  the  internal  organs  are 
calculated  to  perform  their  aClions  in  confequence  of  peculiar  and 
fpecific  Jlimuli,  provided  by  nature  ; and  this  conflderation  may 
ferve  to  fuggeft  the  moft  likely  means  of  refloring  loft  irritability 
and  action  to  the  vital  functions,  when  fufpended  by  fuffocation, 
ftrangulation,  or  fubmerfion.  The  aClion  of  the  heart  depends  on 
the  aClion  of  the  lungs  and  the  infpiration  of  atmofpheric  air  ; and 
I have  found,  from  repeated  experiments  on  animals,  that  in  fuch 
cafes,  all  other  means  of  reftoring  circulation  and  life,  are  of  little 
or  no  avail,  in  comparifon  of  inflating  the  lungs  with  atmofpheric 
air,  and  by  ftroking  and  prefling  the  ribs,  fo  as  to  imitate  the  ac- 
tion of  refpiration.  Neither  mechanical  friction,  nor  any  other 
external  Jiimulus^  nor  ftimulating  cly Iters,  feemed  to  have  any 
fenfible  effeCt  in  recalling  life.  The  only  other  means,  befldes 
thofe  above  mentioned,  that  feem  material  in  attempting  to  reltore 
fufpended  animation,  is  a due  attention  to  the  external  temperature. 
Ill  the  cafe  of  drowning  in  cold  water,  for  Inftance,  it  is  of  the  ut- 
moft  confequence  to  reftore  the  natural  warmth,  either  by  the 
cautious  ufe  of  artificial  heat,  or  the  application  of  living  bodies. 
In  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  have  been  fuffocated  by  foul  air,  it  Is,  on 
the  contrary,  advifeable  to  expofe  them  to  cool  air. 

* This  idea  is  well  illuflrated  by  Mr.  Hunter  in  his  leClures ; alfo  by  Mr.  Miuige, 
in  a diflertation  on  the  vis  vita,  fubjoined  to  a traCl,  entitled,  “ A radical  and  ex- 
peditious cure  for  a catarrhous  cough,” 
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.And  to  patho- 


Exemplified 
in  the  abfor- 
bents. 


From  what  has  been  before  advanced,  concerning  that  habitude 
or  mutual  influence  of  the  foiids  and  fluids,  it  would  appear  that 
they  are  fpecifically  appropriated -to  each  other,  in  order  to  carry- 
on  not  only  the  circulation,  but  the  important  fundlions  of  digef- 
tioii,  abforption,  fecretion,  and  excretion  ; and  as  the  healthy 
condition  of  an  animal  conflfts  in  the  maintenance  of  that  natural 
harmony,  fo  mufl:  the  ftate  of  difeafe  depend  on  the  derangement 
of  thole  delicate  impreflions  and  nice  fenflbilities,  or  rather  Irritabi- 
lities, in  which  the  fundlions  of  the  feveral  organs  conflfl:;  and  as  the 
affecl'ions  of  the  foiids  and  fluids  are  reciprocal,  difeafe  may  depend 
either  on  fome  deviation  of  the  former,  from  their  healthy  and  natural 
perceptions,  or  from  fome  acrimony  or  vitiation  of  the  latter,  or  per- 
haps more  commonly  from  the  concurrence  of  both,  in  confequencc 
of  their  mutual  influence.  When  the  fluids  only  are  morbidly  af- 
feded,  nature  alone  is  pofTefled  of  refources  of  cure  ; for  if  the 
containing  foiids  retain  their  natural  irritability,  they  will  be  fl:i- 
mulated  to  expel  what  is  extraneous  or  vitiated.  A depraved  flate 
of  the  foiids  is  therefore  likely  to  prove  a more  frequent  caufe  of 
morbid  derangement ; and  as  they  differ  from  the  fluids,  by  pof- 
fefling  an  inherent  adivity,  it  is  the  objed  of  medicine  to  incite, 
reftrain,  or  alter  their  difeafed  adions,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  morbid  affedion. 

It  is  evident,  that  this  dodrine  will  admit  of  a much  more 
extenflve  application  in  pathology,  than  there  is  time  here 
to  follow  out  ; and  I fhall  confine  myfelf  to  the  illuflration 
of  it,  in  the  cafe  of  the  abforbent  veflels.  Thefe  evidently 
poflefs  a power  of  abforbing  certain  fubftances,  and  rejeding 
others.  The  ladeals,  for  infliance,  in  a flate  of  health,  take  up 

only 


LECTURE  ON  MUSCULAR  MOTION. 

only  the  nutritious  part  of  the  alimentary  mafs  ; for  there  is  in  tlic 
fecal  part  fubftances  equally  foluble  as  the  chyle.  The  inner  fur- 
face  of  the  gall  bladder  is  befet  with  abforbents,  which,  however, 
do  not  abforb  bile  in  the  ordinary  flate  of  health,  and  only  con- 
centrate it  by  taking  up  the  fluid  with  which  it  is  diluted.  But 
when  in  confequence  of  the  obftruflion  of  the  gall  dufts,  the  blad- 
der becomes  over  dlftended,  or  Vv^hen  the  fpecific  perception  of  the 
abforbents  is  depraved  by  dlfeafe,  in  thefe  cafes  the  bile  is  ablorbed 
and  thrown  into  the  circulation.  Sometimes,  fuch  unufual  actions 
of  the  abforbents  are  excited  as  a refource  of  nature,  either  to  cuijc 
difeafe,  or  to  carry  on  growth  ; for  it  has  been  (hewn  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
that  not  only  foft  and  fluid  parts,  but  bone,  can  be  removed  by  abforp- 
tion.  At  other  times,  dlfeafe  confifls  in  affections  of  thefe  veffels, 
either  by  their  aftion  being  too  much  retarded,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
dropfy,  or  where  the  matter  of  an  ulcer,  or  in  the  puftules  of  the 
fmall  pox,  is  prematurely  abforbed,  in  confequence  of  the  depraved 
adtion  of  fever.  It  is  fufficiently  demonftrable,  that  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  fkin  and  hronch  'ue  is  befet  with  inhalins:  veflels,  which 
abforb  the  fluids  diflblved  in  the  atmofphere  ; and  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  analogy  of  the  reft  of  the  body,  to  fuppofe  that 
thefe  are  not  pofteffed  of  fome  eleftive  power,  whereby  they  prefer 
or  rejefl  fuch  fluids  as  are  prefented  to  them,  according  to  their 
feveral  qualities,  and  that  this  power  fliould  not  be  various,  ac- 
cording to  the  ftate  of  health  or  difeafe.  But,  independent  of  ana- 
logy, the  variable  ftate  of  the  human  body,  in  refpeft  to  its  fuf- 
ceptlblllty  of  contagious  dlfeafes,  feems  to  be  a diredl  proof  of  this. 
It  is  a well-known  facft,  that  a perfon  who  has  never  had  the  fmall 
pox,  will  at  one  time  be  clofely  expofed  to  their  infeclion,  and 
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yet  efcape  the  difeafe,  and  at  another  time  will  be  afFedled  by  the 
highteft  degree  of  it.  If  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  the  poifon  is  in- 
haled in  the  one  cafe  as  well  as  the  other,  but  that  the  internal 
flate  of  the  body  is  in  one  cafe  difpofed  to  be  afFedled,  and  in  the 
other  not,  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  any  method  by  which  it  can 
certainly  be  introduced,  as  by  inoculation,  will  almoft  infallibly 
produce  this  difeafe  in  con ftitut ions  that  have  never  before  under- 
gone it.  And  this  feems  to  afford  a folution  of  a much  agitated 
queflion,  On  what  does  the  fuperior  fafety  of  the  inoculated  fmall 
pox  depend  ? For,  in  a conflitution  already  morbidly  difpofed,  the 
powers  of  life  will  be  more  apt  to  give  Vv'ay  to  any  difturbance  that 
may  be  excited ; and  the  fame  derangement  of  nature,  which,  in 
this  cafe,  makes  the  Inhalant  veflels  admit  the  noxious  effluvia  of 
difeafe,  will  render  the  body  lefs  capable  of  counteradllng-  it  when 
admitted.  In  the  cafe  of  inoculation,  the  poifon  is  not  taken 
into  the  circulation  by  any  natural  operation  of  the  body  ; but 
being  obtruded  by  art,  there  is  no  particular  propcnfity  in  the 
conflitution  to  give  way  to  it,  unlefs  the  time  of  inoculation  fhould 
accidentally  coincide  with  thofe  moments  in  which  the  body  is  na- 
turally fufceptible ; and  as  this  muff  fometimes  happen,  it  is  ac- 
cordingly obferved,  that  one  cafe  in  a great  number  of  inoculated 
fmall  pox,  is  equally  malignant  as  any  cafe  of  the  natural  fort. 

The  fpeciflc  irritability  of  mufcular  fibres,  in  confequence  of  the 
peculiar  adlion  of  Jlimuli,  has  been  called  perception.,  as  was  men- 
tioned before.  This  term  is  not  to  be  taken  in  a fenfe  firidlly  lite- 
ral, but  as  a metaphor,  borrowed  from  fenfatlon,  and  applied  to 
motion.  In  like  manner  as  the  fenfcs  are  fitted  to  convey  pecu- 
liar ideas,  in  confequence  of  their  refpedtive  organs  being  adapted 
to  their  correfponding  external  impreffions,  fo  are  the  various  organs 
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of  motion  by  nature  made  fufceptible  of  excitement  from  peculiar 
impreffions,  either  internal  or  external. . This  analogy  is  the  more 
exaft,  that  the.  nerves  feem  to  be  the  inftruments  of  both  ; for 
not  only  the  organs  of  fenfation  and  voluntary  motion,  but  thofe 
of  involuntary  motion,  are  fupplied  with  nerves,  and  dependatit 
upon  them  ; for  if  the  influence  of  the  nerves  leading  to  the  heart 
or  intefHnes  is  interrupted,  by  cutting  ligature  or  pally,  the  func- 
tion of  thefe  -parts  is  thereby  deftroyed.  Thus,  as  there  is  a pecu- 
liar fenfibllity  belonging  to  the  feveral  fenfes,  fo  is  there  a peculiar 
irritability  belonging  to  the  feveral  organs  of  motion.  The  inten- 
tion of  Nature,  therefore,  in  diftributing  nerves  to  every  mufcular 
organ,  was  probably  in  order  to  conflitute  thofe  peculiar  percep- 
tions on  which  the  various  vital  and  natural  fundlions  depend.  But 
I give  this  only  as  a conjediure  ; and  though  the  nervous  influence 
may  thus  modify  irritability,  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  it  does  not 
bejlow  it. 

This  leads  us  to  conlider  how  far  vitality  is  dependant  on  the 
nerves.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  fome  phyfiologifts,  who  have 
been  fuppofed  to  entertain  very  rational  ideas  of  the  animal  oeco- 
nomy,  that  all  mufcular  irritability  depended  on  a fentient  prin- 
ciple * ; and  fome  have  even  maintained,  that  there  is  an  intelli- 
gent principle  -f  reflding  in  animal  bodies,  in  order  to  guide  their 
funflions  and  operations.  From  the  preceding  fafls  and  reafoning, 
and  from  its  being  well  attefted  that  there  have  been  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  the  produflion  of  foetufes,  without  the  brain  j,  there  feems 

See  Whytt  on  the  vital  and  involuntary  mot’ons. 

“p  Vide  Opera  Stahlli  PreleSlio  de  anima  medica^  Audi,  JDodi,  Nicholls. 

X See  Phil.  Tranf.  Vol.  XIX.  and  XXL 
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no  occafion  to  have  recourfe  to  fo  violent  a hypothefis.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  quefiion  here  intended  to  be  difeuffed  ; but  it  is  meant 
to  enquire,  .whether  or  not  there  is  a foundation  in  nature  for  an 
opinion  broached  by  Mr.  Hunter^  that  there  is  a living  principle, 
diftindl  from  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  independent  of  fenfation  and 
confeioufnefs.  The  principal  fa<5l  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  is 
the  exigence  of  animals  without  brain  and  nerves.  That  there  are 
fuch,  was,  I believe,  firft  obferved  by  Haller*,  and  has  been 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Hunter ; who  maintains  farther,  that  the  fto- 
mach  is  a centre,  or  feat  of  life,  more  effeatial  to  it  than  the  brain. 
That  the  ftomach  flaould  be  an  organ  of  fo  much  confequence, 
feems  natural  enough,  from  the  importance  of  its  fundlion,. 
which  is  that  of  affimilation  ; and  life  can  be  more  imme- 
diately and  completely  extinguifhed  by  an  injury  to  it,  fuch 
as  a blow,  than  by  the  fame  violence  to  any  other  part  of 
the  body.  It  is  alfo  well  known,  that  the  mufcular  fibres 
of  animals,  endowed  with  a nervous  lyftem,  will  retain  their 
irritability  for  fome  time  after  their  feparation  from  the  brain 
and  nerves.  It  is  evident,  likevvife,  from  the  ph^enomena  of  ve- 
getation, that  irritability  may  exift  in  nature,  without  fenfation, 
confeioufnefs,  or  any  fufpicion  of  the  exiftence  of  a nervous  fyftem. 
The  fads  I allude  to,  are  not  only  the  perceptible  motions  of  the 
fenfitive  plant,  but  more  particularly  thofe  motions  which  mufl 
neceffarily  take  place  in  all  plants,  in  carrying  on  their  growth; 
for  there  is  no  accounting  for  the  accretion  of  folid  parts,  in 
confequence  of  the  conveyance  of  nutrition  by  the  propulfion 
of  the  fap,  but  by  admitting  fome  power,  ading  by  laws 
different  from  thofe  of  dead  matter.  In  favour  of  this  opinion, 
it  is  farther  obfervable,  that  thofe  animals  which  are  deftitute 

f Vide  Prtmas  Limas  Phyjiologiaj  ccccii. 
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of  brain  and  nerves,  are  of  the  clafs  vermes,  the  mofl  hmple  in 
nature,  having  only  one  function,  to  wit,  that  oi  ajjimilatton,  and 
therefore  not  requiring  that  variety  of  adlion,  and  thofe  peculiar 
perceptions  which  are  neceffary  to  more  complex  animals.  Laftly, 
the.flate  of  an  egg  before  incubation,  and  the  condition  of  thofe 
animals  which  become  torpid  from  cold,  and  afterwards  revive,  af- 
ford fa<fts  which  favour  this  opinion  ; as  they  fhew  that  there  is  a 
certain  principle  of  felf-prefervation.  Independent  not  only  of  the 
operation  of  the  nervous  fyflem,  but  even  of  the  circulation  ; for, 
in  this  quiefcent  ftate,  thefe  portions  of  animal  matter  are  preferved 
» for  a great  length  of  time  from  that  corruption  to  which  they 

would  otherwife  be  liable,  and  their  fluids  are  prevented  from 
freezing  in  a degree  of  cold,  which  w^ould  congeal  them,  were  they 
deftitute  of  every  principle  of  life. 

But  though  Ample  life  may  be  confidered  as  dlflliKSl  from  the 
nervous  fyftcm,  which  is  only  an  acceffary  appendage  to  it,  yet  in 
thofe  animals  in  which  they  are  conjoined,  the  purpofes  of  nature 
render  them  dependant  on  each  other.  The  functions  of  the 
' brain,  for  inflance,  cannot  go  on  without  the  adlion  of  the  heart ; 
for  whenever  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  interrupted,  confciouf- 
nefs  and  fenfation  are  deflroyed,  as  is  evident  in  the  cafe  of  a fwoon, 
and  in  the  effedls  of  ftrangulation.  On  the  other  hand,  as  has  been 
before  obferved,  the  a^lion  of  the  heart  has  a dependance  on  the 
influence  of  the  nerves,  as  connedled  with  the  brain.  There  are 
alfo  inconteflible  proofs  of  the  extreme  vefl'els  being  affected  by  the 
influence  of  the  brain  ; for  we  know  that  a thought  in  the  mind 
will  produce  partial  determinations  of  the  circulating  fluids,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  blufhing,  and  the  fullnefs  of  the  vefl'els  in  the  organs 
of  generation,  in  confequence  of  certain  paflions.  It  does  not, 
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:however,  follow,  from  all  this.,  that  irritability  depends  on  the 
nerves  ; the  influence  of  which  may  be  confidered  as  modifying 
general  irritability,  in  the  manner  already  mentioned ; or  it  may 
be  confidered  rather  as  a Jlimulus  to  the  mufcular  fibres,  than  as  en- 
dowing them  with  irritability,  as  in  the  inftances  lafl:  adduced  : and 
though  the  organs  eflentlal  to  life,  fuch  as  the  heart,  cannot  exert  the 
a£llon  neceflTary  to  life,  without  the  influence  of  the  nerves,  yet  the 
veflels  of  the  extremities  can  exert  their  ufual  adlon  independent 
of  it ; for  there  are  cafes  in  winch  the  natural  heat  and  circulation 
continue  in  the  limbs,  after  a total  deprivation  both  of  voluntary 
motion  and  fenfation 

It  may  here  be  obferved,  that  befide  mufcular  irritability,  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only,  powers  of  Ample  life,  arc  the  aflimilation 
-of  aliment,  and  that  power  in  the  living  body,  by  which  it  preferves 
itfelf  from  putrefaction  ; and  it  is  ftrongly  in  proof  of  vitality  being 
independent  of  nervous  power,  that  when  the  trunk  of  a nerve  is 
cut  through,  the  limb  to  which  it  leads,  though  deprived  of  all  fen- 
fation and  voluntary  motion,  not  only  continues  free  from  fponta- 

* This  faCi:  is  afeertained,  both  by  the  experiment  of  cutting  the  crural  nerve  of 
a living  animal,  and  by  the  circumftances  attending  certain  difeafes.  I lately  met 
with  two  cafes  of  ptilfy,  in  which  there  was  a total  lofs  both  of  fenfation  and  volun- 
tary motion  in  the  lower  extremities,  and  yet  the  natural  warmth  and  circulation  re- 
mained. In  one  of  thefe  cafes,  excoriations  were  produced  on  the  feet  by  finapifms  ; 
and  in  the  other,  blifters  rofe  on  the  knees,  but  without  exciting  any  fenfation,  and 
the  parts  healed  as  in  a healthy  perfon.  The  firft,  was  that  of  a gentleman  advanced 
in  life,  in  whom  this  affe<Slion  came  on  after  the  gout  in  the  ftomach,  and  he  died 
in  confequence  of  the  palfy  extending  to  the  bladder  and  other  v'ljcera.  The  other 
was  that  of  a young  woman  in  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  who  had  been  fubjedl  to 
violent  hyfterical  convulfions.  After  a tedious  illnefs,  fhe  entirely  recovered  the  ufe 
and  feeling  of  her  limbs. 
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neous  putrefadion,  but  the  warmth  and  circulation  continue,  even 
though  the  nerve  fhould  not  be  regenerated*.  The  only  vifiblc 
change  produced  in  a limb  by  this  operation,  is,  that  after  fome 
time  it  begins  to  wafte. 

But  there  are  circumflances  that  would  feem  to  prove,  that  the  The  influence 

of  the  nervous 

nervous  fyftem  is  not  only  a mere  appendage  to  life,  but  that  it  fyftem-  un- 
friendly to 

tends  to  impede  its  operation,  and  Ihorten  its  exigence.  Simple  fimpie  life, 
life  will  not  only  furvive  fenfation,  but  will  furvive  it  longer,  if 
the  animal  is  killed,  by  deflroylng  the  nervous  fyftem,  than  if  it 
had  been  deflroyed  by  hiemorrhage,  fuffocation,  or  other  violence. 

It  is  a curious  and  well  afcertained  fa£f,  that  if  a fifli,  immediately  This  iiiuftrat- 

ed  by  obferva- 

upon  being  taken  out  of  the  water,  is  ftunned  by  a violent  blow  on  tionson  fiih, 

the  head,  or  by  having  the  head  crulhed,  the  irritability  and  fweet- 

nefs  of  the  mufcles  will  be  preferved  much  longer,  than  if  it  had 

been  allowed  to  die  with  the  organs  of  fenfe  entire.  This  is  fo 

well  known  to  fifhermen,  that  they  put  it  in  praflice,  in  order  to 

make  them  longer  fufceptible  of  the  operation  called  crimping.  A 

falmon  is  one  of  the  fifh  leaft  tenacious  of  life,  infomuch,  that  it 

will  lofe  all  figns  of  life  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  after  it  is  taken 

out  of  the  water,  if  fufFered  to  die  without  any  farther  injury;  but  if, 

immediately  after  being  caught,  it  receives  a violent  blow  on  the 

head,  the  mufcles  will  fhew  vilible  irritability  for  more  than  twelve 

hours  afterwards. 

There  is  a circumftance  obferved  with  regard  to  animals  of  warm  on  quadru- 
blood,  which  feems  to  depend  on  the  fame  principle.  An  exceffive 
exertion  of  voluntary  motion,  immediately  before  death,  prevents 
the  mufcles  from  becoming  rigid  when  cold,  and  renders  them 

* It  appears,  from  fome  experiments  of  Mr.  Cruikfliank,  that  there  is  a procefs 
in  nature,  whereby  nerves  can  be  regenerated  after  being  cut  through. 
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more  prone  to  putrefafllon.  Thus,  if  an  ox  is  killed  immediately 
after  being  overdrove,  the  carcafe  will  not  become  ftiff  when  it 
grows  cold,  nor  is  it  capable  of  being  preferved  by  means  of  fait. 


And  difeafes 
of  the  human 
fpecies. 


Ill  illuftration  of  the  fame  principle,  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
there  is  a fymptom  in  certain  difeafes  of  the  human  fpecies,  {hew- 
ing that  digeftion,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  funtflions  of  fimple 
life,  will  fometimes  go  on  better,  in  confequence  of  lefions  of  the 
brain  ; for  in  thofe  diforders  in  which  the  exercife  of  the  fenfes  is 
in  a great  meafure  deftroyed,  or  fufpended,  as  in  the  hydrocepha- 
lus and  apopledlic  palfy,  it  happens  not  uncommonly  that  the  ap- 
petite and  digeftion  are  better  than  in  health. 


Ereryexercife  From  thefe  fa£ls  we  may  infer,  with  Mr.  Hunter,  that  the  ex- 
pL'du«?fa-  ercife  of  fenfation  is  inimical  to  life,  and  that  a fort  of  fatigue  is 
induced  by  this,  as  well  as  by  vohintary  motions  fo  that  all  that 
intercourfe  carried  on  through  the  nerves,  whether  towards  the 
brain,  in  the  cafe  of  fenfation,  or  from  the  brain,  in  a£ls  of  volition, 
tends  to  wea  rout  the  animal  powers  And  as  intenfe  and  long- 
continued  thought,  though  not  terminating  in  any  outward  adUon, 
tends  alfo  to  produce  an  inability  for  farther  exertions,  it  would 
appear  that  the  brain,  or  fenforium,  is  more  particularly  the  organ 
which  is  fubjedl  to  that  fpecies  of  fufferance  called  fatigue.  From 

Hence  the  ne- 

edhty  of fleep,  thefe  fadls,  we  perceivc  the  iieceflity  of  fleep,  which  confifts  in  a 


* There  are  fome  ingenious  remarks  on  the  analogy  of  fenfation  and  motion,  in 
a paper  on  the  ocular  fpc^lra  of  light  and  colours,  by  Dr.  Robert  Waring  Darwin, 
Phil.  Tranf.  Vol.  LXXVI.  This  diflertation  abounds  with  refined  and  well-de- 
Juced  obfervations  on  the  fubjedt  he  treats  of. 
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temporary  fufpenfion  of  fenfation,  volition,  and  thought,  and  is  a 
refource  of  nature,  whereby  the  powers  of  life  recover  themfelves 
after  fatiety  and  fatigue,  which  are  provided  as  guards  to  warn  us 
when  nature  is  in  danger  of  being  flrained,  either  by  repletion  or 
over  exertion  ; and  it  is  evident  that  fuch  barriers  were  abfolutely 
neceffary,  In  order  to  fet  bounds  to  operations  which  are  only  oc- 
cahonally  requlhte,  and  which  would  otherwife  depend  on  the 
caprices  of  the  will.  The  exercife  of  fenfation  and  voluntary  mo- 
tion, in  a moderate  degree,  is  conformable  to  the  intention  of  na- 
ture, and  therefore  falutary  ; and  it  is  only  when  they  are  exceffive, 
that  they  tend  to  wear  out  the  powers  of  life,  and  more  efpecially 
if  thefe  are  not  duly  recruited  by  fleep.  Immoderate  labour,  there- 
fore, and  watching,  alfo  fpafms  and  convulfions  of  every  kind,  are 
unfriendly  to  health  and  long  life  : in  like  manner,  fenfatlons, 
when  too  frequent  or  intenfe,  efpecially  thofe  which  confift  in 
the  gratification  of  the  fenfes,  tend  to  wear  out  the  animal 
powers ; and  hence  we  perceive  why  a life  of  fenfuality  is 
produdlive  of  certain  difeafes,  independent  either  of  the  re- 
pletion or  evacuation  which  attend  them.  The  gout,  but  more 
certainly  the  palfy,  feems  to  proceed  merely  from  the  indul- 
gence of  the  fenfes  ; for  the  latter  commonly  enough  occurs  in  the 
mod:  fparc  and  emaciated  conflitutions,  and  in  thofe  who  have 
been  acculfomed  to  exhauding  pleafures,  as  well  as  thofe  of  a full 
habit,  who  have  indulged  in  the  excefles  of  the  table.  A turge- 
fcence  of  the  veffels  in  the  brain  will  certainly  be  more  apt  to  pro- 
duce that  rupture  of  them  in  which  apopledlic  palfy  confifls,  when 
thefe  vedels  have  been  relaxed,  as  we  conceive  them  to  be,  by  fre- 
quent and  intenfe  fenfatlons.  But  in  thofe  who  are  the  reverfe  of 
being  plethoric,  and  who  fall  vidlims  to  this  dlfeafe,  in  confequence 
of  too  free  Indulgence  in  venereal  pleafures,  in  the  decline  of  life, 

(as 
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And  the  good 
effefls  of  re- 
moving irri- 
tation in  cer- 
tain difeafes. 


(as  every  one  whahas  much  ohfervation  of  the  world,  or  experience 
in  phyiic,  knows  to  be  a frequent  cafe)  it  muft  arife  from  a pre- 
ternatural weaknefs  in  the  brain,  induced  by  the  mere  circumftance 
of  fenfation.  This  accounts  for  what  has  been  reckoned  a diffi- 
culty in  reafoning  on  the  caufe  of  apoplexy  and  paify,  to  wit,  that 
the  fame  effe<fl:  fhould  be  produced  by  thofe  gratifications  which 
produce  repletion,  as  by  thofe  which  produce  evacuation. 

It  follows,  from  the  fame  principle,  that  when  life  is  threatened 
by  certain  difeafes,  of  wffilch  the  chief  fymptom  is  irritation,  any 
means  by  which  fenfation,  whether  natural  or  morbid,  and  muf- 
cular  motion,  whether  voluntary  or  involuntary,  convulfive  or 
fpafmodic,  can  be  foothed  or  fufpended,  will  prove  falutary,  by 
allowing  the  powers  of  life  to  rally,  as  it  were,  and  recover  them- 
felves.  In  this  confifts  the  operation  of  narcotic  medicines,  fuch 
as  opium,-  which,  in  complaints  both  of  a general  and  local  nature, 
proves  ufeful  not  merely  as  a palliative,  by  the  removal  of  tem- 
porary pain  or  fpafm,  or  by  procuring  ileep,  but  as  a principal 
inflrument  of  recovery,  by  allowing  the  powers  of  life  to  exert 
their  natural  adtion,  in  confequence  of  the  removal  of  irritation  *. 

* As  an  example  of  the  general  alFe6tions  of  the  conftitution  in  which  opium  is  a 
ufeful  remedy,  we  may  mention  thofe  low  fevers  in  which  the  principal  fymptoms 
are  tremors,  perv'igilumy  and  low  delirium.  And  as  an  inftance  of  local  affe£lions, 
in  which  it  has  been  found  highly  ferviceable,  we  may  mention  ill-conditioned  ul- 
cers of  all  kinds,  but  particularly  thofe  which  occur  in  the  venereal  difeafe.  One  of 
the  principal  difficulties  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  is  that  irritability  of  conftitulion 
whereby  ulcers  are  fo  exafperated,  by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  as  not  to  bear  a fufficient 
quantity  of  it  to  produce  a cure.  This  is  obviated  by  a free  ufe  of  opium,  which 
feems  more  efficacious  in  fuch  cafes,  than  even  Peruvian  bark,  or  any  other  remedy  ; 
and  this  is  one  of  the  principal  modern  improvements  inthe  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 

It 
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It  Is  but  juft  to  own,  that  this  is  an  idea  which  was  firft  fuggefted 
to  me  by  a learned  and  eminent  phyfician  * of  this  place,  when  in 
confultation  with  him  a few  years  ago. 

It  would  be  curious,  as  well  as  ufefiil,  to  diftlngulfh  the  ope- 
ration of  medicines,  as  they  affedl  fimple  or  fenlitive  life.  I at- 
tempted a comparifon  of  this  kind  with  opium,  which,  though  it 
chiefly  afledls  fenfation,  has  alfo  a powerful  effeil  on  fimple  life, 
as  I found  by  trying  its  effedls  upon  leeches,  which  are  a fpecies  of 
animals  without  brain  or  nerves.  In  order  to  dlfcern  the  power  of 
this  drug,  as  affedtlng  the  different  principles  of  animals  pofleffing 
both  forts  of  life,  I took  a folution  of  it  in  water,  into  one  portion 
of  which  I put  fome  found  living  eels,  and  into  another  fome  eels, 
alfo  alive,  but  having  their  heads  bruifed,  chufing  the  former,  as 
nearly  as  I could,  of  the  fame  vigor  with  the  latter,  before  their 
heads  were  bruifed.  It  was  found,  in  a number  of  trials,  that  the 
found  eels  generally  died  fooner  than  the  others.  The  opium  had 
a double  effedl  on  the  former,  as  it  afted  both  upon  the  fenfes  and 
upon  the  principle  of  fimple  life,  and  the  effedl  upon  the  fenfes 
was  more  than  equivalent  to  the  external  injury  of  the  latter,  upon 
which  the  opium  adted  only  upon  one  principle,  the  fenfes  being 
locked  up  by  the  deftrudlion  of  their  organs.  In  order  to  make 
this  operation  fucceed,  the  folution  fhould  be  of  a certain  degree 
of  ftrength,  fo  as  to  act  as  a polfon.  There  fhould  be  at  leaft  half  a 
grain  of  opium  to  an  ounce  of  water.  When  the  trial  was  made 
with  a folution  of  half  this  ftrength,  the  found  eels  lived  much 
longer ; for  the  time  was  then  protradled  to  that  period  in  which 
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the  wounded  eel^  would  have  died  merely  of  their  injury.  It  may 
be  mentioned,  that  thofe  which  had  their  heads  bruifed,  and  were 
put  into  a folution  of  opium,  died  confiderably  fooner  than  thofe 
which  had  fuffered  the  fame  injury,  and  were  put  into  plain  water 
for  a flandard. 

Having  confidered  the  various  qualities  of  the  fluids  exciting  the 
correfponding  irritability  of  the  reipedlive  veflels,  as  a leading  prin- 
ciple in  carrying  on  fome  of  the  moft  important  fundlions  of  the 
body,  and  ferving  to  account  for  many  of  the  vital  and  involuntary 
motions,  the  only  other  internal  JHmull  that  remain  to  be  enume- 
rated, are  thofe  connedled  with  confcioufnefs.  The  great  mafles 
of  mufcle  in  the  trunk  and  extremities  of  the  body,  are  the  inftru- 
ments  of  the  mind  in  adling  upon  external  bodies  ; and  we  may, 
therefore,  reckon  in  the  lift  of  the  nervous  power  by  which 

the  will  and  the  paflions  excite  external  motions.  This  is  a func- 
tion fufficiently  important  for  the  nerves,  without  admitting  them 
as  the  principle  upon  which  irritability  depends.  This  queftion  has 
been  already  difeufled  ; but  it  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  the  ner- 
vous power,  being  a ftlmulus  adfing  upon  an  irritable  principle  in  the 
mufcular  fibres,  affords  a prefumption  that  they  are  different  from 
each  other;  for,  the  matter  being  confidered  abftraftedly,  where  any 
effedl  is  the  refult  of  the  concurrence  of  two  bodies,  as,  for  inftance, 
in  the  combinations  of  chemiftry,  thefe  two  bodies  muft  be  different, 
in  order  to  produce  any  given  effedt.  It  is  otherwife,  indeed,  when 
the  effedl  depends  on  mere  communication,  as  in  the  cafe  of  mecha- 
nical impulfe,  where  the  fame  motion  that  is  loft  by  one  body  is 
acquired  by  another.  But  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  there  is  any  fimi- 
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larity  between  what  takes  place  In  a nerve,  and  what  takes  place  in 
a mufcular  fibre  in  the  ad,  of  voluntary  coiitradion.. 

I have  already  acknowledged  my  ignorance  of  the  manner  in 
which  Jlimuli  in  general  operate,  and  that  this  mufl;  be  admitted  as 
an  ultimate  fad  in  nature.  But  the  operation  of  the  will  through 
the  nerves,  feems  involved  in  double  obfcurity  ; for  as  it  depends 
on  the  nature  of  thought,  it  cannot  be  made  a fubjed  of  experi- 
mental inveftlgation.  For  this  reaforr  I fhall  decline  the  inquiry,, 
as  not  being  adapted  to.  the  ends  of  this  Society  ; and  it  feems 
impoffible  for  human  fagacity  to  penetrate  the  connedion  of  matter 
withifenfation  and  volition,  except  by  inferences  more  or  lefs  hy- 
pothetical., The  properties  of  different  bodies,  in  relation  to  each 
other,  appear  to  be  the  only  proper  fubjeds  of  experimental  rear 
foiling ; for,  in  their,  relation  to  the  mind,  they  are  only  the  ef- 
feds,  perhaps  the  remote  effeds,  of  their  intimate  nature  upon  the 
fenfes  ; fo  that  we  may  venture  to  affirm  that  human  reafon  can  no 
more  fathom,  the  connedion  of  thought  with  the  correfponding^ 
changes  in  the  corporeal  organs,  than  the  eye  can  fee  itfelf,. 

Thofe  affedions  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  which  depend’ on  paj-  Effects  of  the 

paflions  on 

Jions^  though  diftind  from  thofe  excited  by  the  will,  may  yet  be  mufcuiarfibres 
enumerated  here  among  thofe  which- flow  from  coiifcloufnefs  ; for 
there  are  emotions  of  the  mind  that  have  vifible  and  powerful  effeds 
on  the  heart  and  vafcular  fyftem,  which  are  organs  entirely  out  of 
reach  of  the  will.  Not  to  mention  the  well-known  efleds  of  grief, 
fear,  and  joy,  which  affe.d  the  whole  circulation,  there  are  certain 
paffions  and  fentiments  which  produce  partial  and  local  effeds. 

Thefe  are  eftablifhed  by  Nature,  either  to  anfwer  fome  impor- 
tant natural  purpofe,  as  in. the  cafe  of  the  congeflion  of  the  fluids 
in  the  parts  of  generation,  in  confequence  of  the  venereal  appetite,, 
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or  to  ferve  as  natural  expreffions^  as  in  the  cafe  of  blufhing  and 
weeping.  One  of  the  moft  ftriking  elfecSls  of  the  paffions 
upon  mufcular  a(9:ion,  is  the  influence  they  have  upon  the 
ftrength  or  mechanical  force  of  the  voluntary  mufcles.  Fear  pro- 
duces debility^  almofl:  amounting  to  pally.  Courage  and  ardor  of 
mind,  on  the  contrary,  adds  to  the  natural  ftrength.  When  the 
mind  is  agitated  by  fome  interefting  object,  and  calls  upon  the  body 
for  fome  extraordinary  exertion  to  effed  its  end,  the  mufcles  are 
thereby  enabled,  as  k were  by  magic,  to  perform  adts  of  ftrength, 
of  which  they  would  be  entirely  incapable  in  cold  blood.  In  cir- 
cumftances  of  danger,  for  inftance,  where  life  or  honour  are  at 
ftake,  exertions  are  made  in  overcoming  mechanical  reflftance,  which 
feem  incredible,  and  would  be  impoffible,  were  not  the  mind  in  a 
fort  of  phrenzy,  and  it  is  truly  admirable  in  the  oeconomy  of  na- 
ture, that  an  idea  in  the  mind  ftiould  thus  in  a moment  augment 
the  powers  of  motion,  and  infpire  additional  refources  of  ftrength, 
adequate  to  the  occafional  calls  of  life The  great  increafe  of  ftrength 
in  maniacs,  is  alfo  referrible  to  the  paffions  of  the  mind.  Thefe  confide- 
rations  would  almoft  lead  us  to  doubt  whether  or  not  the  accounts 
we  have  of  the  great  feats  of  ftrength  afcribed  to  individuals  in  the 
heroic  ages,  are  fabulous  or  not.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  remark,  that  in 

* This  extraordinary  degree  of  ftrength,  Infufed  into  the  mufcles  by  ardent  paf- 
ftons  and  afFedlions,  has  been  confidered,  by  unenlightened  minds  and  heated  imagi- 
nations,as  a fu^ernatural  influence  ; and  the  ftrikingefFedlsdefcribed  above,  may  form 
foftie  excufe  for  fuperftition  in  attributing  them  to  the  fecret  agency  of  fome  propiti- 
ous and  irrefiftible  power.  The  etymology  of  enthujiafniy  a word  expreflive  of  thefe 
uncommon  exertions,  fliews  that  there  was  originally  fuppofed  to  be,  on  certain  oc- 
cafions,  fome  divine  influence  afluating  the  human  frame.  The  confcioufnefs  of  this 
increafed  vigor  of  mind  and  body,  exalted  by  the  belief  of  its  divine  fource,  will 
ferve  to  account  for  thofe  peculiar  and  aftonifhing  efforts  ofenthufiafra,  which  are 
met  with  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 


great 


great  and  lafting  exertions  of  flrength,  to  which  men  are  Impelled 
by  a£Uve  and  generous  affedlions,  fatigue  is  not  induced  in  the  fame 
proportion,  by  many  degrees,  as  by  the  fame  quantity  of  mufculai' 
action  in  the  cool  and  deliberate  actions  of  common  life'^. 

The  other  clafs  of  JHtnuU  to  be  enumerated,  are  the  external. 
Thefe  confift  in  impreffions  made  by  outward  bodies.  They  are 
either  immediate,  as  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  motions  which  are  excited 
by  mechanical  means,  or  by  acrimony,  diredly  and  artificially  ap- 
plied to  a mufcular  fibre  ; or  they  are  remote,  as  in  the  various  in- 
flances  of  fympathy,  and  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  inftinds  which  nature 
has  confiituted  for  the  purpofe  of  felf-prefervatlon  in  brutes,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  human  life.  I fhall  here  confine  myfelf  to  a few 
remarks  on  inflindl:,  as  the  other  branches  of  this  fubjed;  have  been 
fully  and  ably  handled  by  thofe  who  have  gone  before  me  in  this 
Ledure. 

There  is  a connedion  eflablifhed  between  the  impreflion  of  certain 
external  bodies  and  the  adion  of  certain  mufcles,  analogous  to  what 
has  already  been  noticed  with  regard  to  the  internal  motions  excited 
in  velfels  by  the  peculiar  Jlimulus  of  their  fluids.  Nature  having  in- 
flituted  certain  habitudes  between  autward  JiimuU  and  the  moving 
powers  whereby  natural  propenfities  are  confHtuted,  equally  necef- 
fary  to  the  fupport  of  life  as  the  internal  fundions.  Thus,  in  a 
new-born  animal,  the  firfl:  contad  of  the  external  air  excites  the 
ad  of  refpiration,  and  the  contad  of  the  nipple  excites  the  ad  of 
fucking  ; both  of  which  adions  are  abfolutely  neceflTary  to  the 
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* See  Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  Seamen.  Book  II.  chap.  III.. 
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maintenance  of  life,  and  require  the  nice  co-operation  of  a great 
number  of  mufcles,'  prior  to  all  experience,  Afllons  of  this  kind  are 
called  inhiiiftive,  and  differ  from  voluntary  motions  in  tliis  refpefl, 
that  the  latter  are  the  refult  of  memory  and  experience,  whereas 
the  former  are  the  immediate  effeft  of  external  impreffions,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  eflabllflied  law  of  nature,  and  independent  of  con- 
fcioufnefs.  The  afUons  of  inftinft  and  thofe  of  volition,  never- 
thelefs,  run  imperceptibly  into  each  other,  fo  that  what  was  at  firft 
inftindlive,  may  afterwards  come  to  be  a matter  of  deliberate  choice. 
The  fame  mufcles  are  the  inflruments  of  both,  and  they  differ  from 
the  mufcles  obeying  the  internal  JlimuU,  fuch  as  the  heart,  in  this 
refpefl,  that  they  are  liable  to  fatigue,  and  thereby  concur  with  the 
cxercife'of  fenfatlon  and  of  thought,  in  rendering  fleep  neceflary. 
There  are  no  mufcles,  except  thofe  of  refpiration,  of  which  the  con- 
flant  aflion  is  neceffary  to  life,  and  which  are  void  of  confeioufnefs 
in  their  ordinary  excrcife,  but  which  are  yet  in  fome  meafure  under 
the  control  of  the  will.  The  principal  end  anfwered  by  this  power 
of  the  will  over  the  mufcles  of  refpiration  in  man,  is  to  form  and 
' regulate  the  voice. 

But  though  inlfinfllve  motions  are  in  fome  cafes  convertible  into 
thofe  which  are  voluntary,  we  fhould  be  fo  far  from  confounding 
them,  that  the  former  are  even  compatible  with  the  want  of  con- 
fcioufnefs  and  fenfation  ; for  thofe  animals  which  are  deftitute  of 
brain  and  nerves,  are  capable  of  aflions  evidently  of  the  inftindlive 
kind.  A leech,  for  inftance,  being  brought  into  conta(5t  with  a 
living  animal,  is  impelled,  by  an  inftinfl  of  its  nature,  to  fafleii 
upon  it,  and  fuck  its  blood.  There  is  fomething  very  fimdar  to 
this  even  in  vegetables,  as  in  the  cafe  of  -tendrils  and  creeping 
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pLaiits  being  fliinuiatcd,  by  the  <conta£l  of  other  bodies,  to  cling 
round  them  in  a particu!ar'dire<filo?i.  There  are  fafls,  which  fhe\r 
that  inftirxfUve  adlions, -even  in  animals  endowed  with  brain  and 
nerves,  do  not  depend  on 'fenfatlon.  I took  a live  kitten, , a few 
days  old,  and  divided  the  fpinal  marrow,  by  cuttuig  it  acrofs  at 
the  neck.  ♦ The  hind  paws  being  then  irritated  by  pricking  them, 
and  by  touching  them  with  a hot  wire,  the  mufcles  helonging  to 
the  pofbrior  extremities  were  thrown  into  contraflion,  fo  as  to 
firoduce  the  motion  of  fhrlnking  from  the  Injury.  The  fame  ef- 
fefls  were  obferved  in  another  kitten,  after  the  head  was  entirely 
feparated  from  the  body*.  The  like  takes  place  with  regard  to  in- 
fects ; for,  after  the  head  of  a bee  is  feparated  from  the  body,  the 
hinder  part  will  fting,  upon  the  application  of  fuch  a Jilmulus  as 
would  excite  the  fame  aflion  in  the  animal  in  a perfect  ftate.  Thefe 
fafls  fhew  clearly  that  inftinfUve  motions  may  be  exerted,  without 
the  Intervention  of  the  fenfarium  commune^  and  therefore  without 
fenfation  or  eonfcioufnefs. 

In  what  I have  farther  to  fay  on  this  fubjedl,  I fhall  confine  my- 
felf  to  the  confideration  of  two  of  the  moft  cnrious  and  important 
inftinas,  HABIT  and  IMITATION. 


* In  repeating  this  experiment,  I found  that  when  the  fpinal  marrow  was  cut 
through,  between  the  lumbar  vertebra  and  os  facrum^  the  pofterior  extremities  loft 
their  irritability,  hut  the  tail  retained  it.  It  might,  therefore,  be  faid,  that  the 
fpinal  marrow  ferved  as  a fenforium  ; but  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  when  the  head  is 
cut  oft',  its  irritability  remains,  as  appears  by  the  motion  of  the  ears,  when  pricked 
or  touched  with  a hotwire;  and  as  the  extremities  are  alfo  irritable,  it  will  not  be 
laid  tltat  eonfcioufnefs  and  fenfation  exift  in  tw'o  feparated  portions  of  the  body. 


It 


LECTURE  ON  MUSCULAR  MOTION. 


3» 


Habit,  at  ap- 
plied to  muf- 
cular  motioBt 


Habit,  as  ap- 
plied to  fen- 
fation. 


It  is  the  nature  of  a voluntary  mufele  to  perform  any  motion  with, 
greater  eafe^  the  more  frequently  it  is  repeated,,  and  to  ad  moft 
readily  with  thofe  mufcles,  or  in  company  with  thofe  fenfationa 
with  which  it  has  been  ufed  to  combine  its  adion,  either  at  once 
or  in  fucceffion.  This  is  the  foundation  of  habit,  and  though  it  is: 
in  common  to  man  with  other  animals,  it  is  the  principle  by  which 
all  his  pradical  attainments  acquire  facility  and  perfedion-  It  has, 
been  mentioned  that  fome  adions,  originally  inftindive,  may  af- 
terwards be  performed  as  ads  of  pure  volition.;  fo  inverfely,  all  ac- 
tions, which  are  the  refult  of  reafon  and  refledion,  may  be  brought 
by  habit  to  refemble  inftindive  adions,  and  thereby  to  be  performed 
with  greater  expedition  and  effed. 

The  term  Habit  has  alfo  been  applied  to  fenfatibn  ; for,  as  mo'- 
tions  are  more  readily  excited  by  frequent  fucceffion,  fo  one  per- 
ception excites  the  idea  of  another,  in  confequence  of  repeatedi 
connedion..  In  this  fenfe,  it  ought  more  properly  to  be  called  the 
aflbciation  of  ideas,  a principle  upon  which  Dr.  Hartley  has  built 
a theory  * of  the  human  mind,,  perhaps  the  moft  j uft  and.confift-  • 
eiit  of  any  that  has  ever  been  framed..  It  is  habit,  taken  in  this- 
fenlie  alfo,  which  Mr.  Hume  -f  conceives  to  be  the  foundation  of 
all  our  experimental  reafoning,.  inafmuch  as  it  conftitutes  the  only 
original  notices  by  which  we  acquire  any  intimation  of  the  con- 
nedion  of  caufe  and  efFed-  But  though  this  dodrine  is  ably  and' 
profoundly  illuftrated  by  that  philofopher,  it  may  be  remarked,, 
independently  of  other  objedions,  that  though,  habit  may  give  no- 

* This  work  has  been  re-publi(hed;  with  a 'preface,  by  Dr.  Prieftley. 

•bSecElTaysandTreatifes  on  various  fubje£ls,  Vol.  III.  by  David  Hume,  Efq* 
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1:'ice  of  this  connedion,  it  cannot  conjlltute  it  ; for  animals,  whe- 
ther rational  or  irrational,  would  be  made  fufceptible  of  habit  in 
vain,  unlefs  the  conftitution  of  external  nature  had  been  made  to 
coiTefpond  with  it ; juft  as  the  eye  would  have  been  made  in  vain, 
had  there  not  exifted  fuch  a body  as  light.  Now,  in  what  does 
this  correfpondence  confift  i It  confifts  in  that  principle  whereby 
nature  ads  by  invariable  laws  ; for  it  is  evident,  that  if  the  laws 
‘Of  nature  were  variable,  thofe  recurrences  of  perceptions  in  which 
habit  confifts,  and  on  which  all  experience  is  built,  could  not  take 
place  ; and  this  fort  of  contingency  would  alfo  deftroy  all  thofe 
principles  by  which  prudence  and  fkill  operate  npon  external  objeds, 
for  the  purpofes  either  of  common  life  or  of  fcience.  The  faculty, 
therefore,  by  which  animals  are  fufceptible  of  that  fort  of  habit 
which  confifts  in  the  aflbeiation  of  ideas,  may  be  termed  the  organ 
•whereby  animals  perceive  the  uniform  fucceffion  of  caufe  and  ef- 
fed,  eftablifhed  by  the  invariable  courfe  of  nature.  It  was  necef- 
fary  that  this  fhould  be  an  inftind,  for  the  fake  of  felf-prefer- 
vation,  not  only  to  mere  animals,  but  to  the  human  fpecies  in  in- 
fancy. If  the  noxious  effeds  of  fire,  and  the  various  modes  of 
mechanical  violence,  fuch  as  falls  and  blows,  were  only  to  be 
learnt  by  a procefs  of  reafoning,  all  animals  would  perifh  before 
they  could  attain  to  maturity.  The  great  difference  of  man  and 
mere  animals  in  this  refped,  feems  to  be,  that  the  latter  only  per- 
ceive thefe  affociations,  when  the  objeds  themfelves  are  prefent  to 
their  fenfes,  whereas  the  former,  by  being  endowed  with  memory, 
can  refled  upon  them,  and  render  them  fubfervient  to  experience  ; 
for,  with  regard  to  external  bodies,  what  is  reafon,  but  the 
remembrance  of  objeds  as  they  affed  each  other,  and  the 
application  of  this  knowledge  to  the  pradice  of  life,  in  ad- 
jufting  means  to  ends  ? The  principal  difference  of  one  man 
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from  another,  in  point  of  underftanding,  confifts  in  the  readinefs. 
with  which  the  mind  forms- thefe  combinations,  and  the  flrength 
with  which  k can  guard- againft  fuch  as  are  accidental  and  fancifub,. 
and  difcrimlnate  thefe  from  fuch  as  have  an  archetjpe  in  ths 
nature  of  things  ; and- that  mind,  of  which  the  conceptions  cor^- 
refpond  heft  with  the  real  affociations  of  nature,  is  poffelTed  of  cor-* 
redl  judgement  and  juil:  obferv-ation,  the-  mod:  valuable  ofalLmen-»- 
t-al.attakiments,. 

It  would  lead’to  difquifitibns  too  long  and' too  intricate,  and,  in 
fome  meafure,  foreign  to  this  place,  to  enlarge  farther  on  the  va- 
rious effedts'  of  the  combination  * and  fucceffion  -f  of  ideas  which 
connedl  animal  with  intelledtual-nature.  I lhall  only  rcmarlc,^  that 
thofe  internal  faculties  upon  which  habit  and  aflbciation  depend^ 
carry  a reference  to  external  nature,  exadtly  analogous  to  the  mu-* 
tual  relation  formerly  mentioned  as  fubhfting.  between  JUmuli^ 
whether  internal  or  external,  and  the  moving  powers  correfpond? 
ing  to  them,  and  between  the  organs  of  fenfej  and  the  impreffions 
of  external  bodies  which  are  naturally  adapted  to  them.  Mufcular 
motion. and  fenfation  have  relation  to  the  fingle  properties  of  mat- 
ter, as  they  affedl  particular  fibres  and  organs,  but  habit  and  aflb-e 
ciation  are  co-relative  to  that  ftated  connection  of  caufe  and  effeCt* 
eftablifhed  by  the  general  laws  of  nature.  We  can  thus  trace  a 
correfpondence  between  the  motions,  fenfations,  and  faculties  of 
animals,  on- one  hand,  and  the  properties  of  matter  on  the  other 
hand,  from  the  lowed:  limits- of  animal  and  even  vegetable  nature j 
< 

* See  Theory  of  the  Moods  of  Verbs,  by  Dr.  Gregory.  PhiL  Tranf.  Edln.. 
3790. 

'b  See  a Treatife  on  Time,  by  Dr.  Watfon,  jun.  F.  R.  S.  Lend,  1785^ 
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into  the  boundaries  of  inteilisence.  The  fame  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  nature  is  obfervable  in  the  druflure  of  animals,  as  in  their 
motions  and  funflions,  as  may  be  examplified  by  that  reference 
to  the  powers  of  gravitation  which  is  evident  in  the  conformation 
of  the  limbs  and  the  pofition  of  the  vifcera,  as  adapted  to  the  na- 
tural motions  and  pofture  of  the  body. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  there  is  a co-ordinance  or  prc- 
ejlahlijljed  harmony^  as  it  were,  between  the  faculties  of  animals  and 
the  laws  of  external  matter,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  in- 
ftlnflive  habits  of  animalsj'  as  well  as  the  rational  condudl  of  man  ; 
and  it  is  impoffible  fufliciently  to  admire  that  fublime  contrivance 
by  which  the  frame  of  aninaated  beings  is  thus  in  all  points  adapted 
to  the  confl'itution  of  inanimate  nature. 

There  Hill  remains  to  be  mentioned  another  circumftance  in  the  Habit  as  appii.  * 

ed  to  thofcdif- 

animal  oeconomy,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  law  of  habit.  It  eafeswhichaf- 

feft  but  once 

is  the  nature  of  thofe  morbid  poifons  called  fpeclfic  contagions,  fuch  i" 
as  the  infeflious  matter  of  the  fmall-pox,  not  to  produce  their  pe- 
culiar effefl  more  than  once  in  life  ; and  this  has  been  imputed  to 
habit,  from  tlie  limilarity  of.  it  to  what  happens  with  refpect  to  ex- 
ternal impreffions,  the  frequency  and  long  continuance  of  which 
tend  to  produce  the  want  of  confcioufnefs  and  fenfibility.  Upon 
whatever  principle  this  property  of  the  animal  oeconomy  depends, 
it  is  an  undoubted  fafl  that  thefe  morbid  poifons,  after  exciting  a 
certain  degree  of  difturbance,  and  a certain  feries  of  difeafed  aflions, 
no  longer  make  any  impreffion  on  the  powers  of  life,  otherwife 
there  could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  recovery  ; for  at  the  time  in  which 
a perfon  begins  to  recover  from  the  fmall-pox,  the  poifon,  actually 
prefent  in  the  circulating  fyftem,  is  multiplied  infinitely  beyond 
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what  it  was  when  it  excited  the  difeafe.  The  conftitution  has 
therefore,  at  that  time,  with  refpedl  to  this  acrimony,  acquired  an 
infenfibility,  or  rather  want  of  irritability,  and  this  itpreferves  ever 
afterwards.  This  holds  only  with  regard  to  thofe  morbid  poifons 
wl)ich  excite  febrile  affections,  and  feems  to  be  a neceflary  provi- 
fion  of  nature  to  guard  againft  fuch  noxious  principles  as  are  gene- 
rated within  the  body  itfelf. 

The  other  inftinCt  that  remains  to  be  confidered,  is  Imitation. 
This  is  an  aCtion  of  which  fome  brutes  of  no  great  fagacity  are  ca- 
pable, and  yet  it  is  the  foundation  of  fome  of  the  moft  important 
attainments  of  rational  beings,  particularly  fpeech,  which  could 
not  otherwife  be  acquired,  and  without  which  the  powers  of  reafon 
would  be  extremely  limited*.  In  the  early  part  of  human  life, 
imitation  feems  equally  independent  of  reafon  and  reflection,  as  in 
mere  animals.  It  takes  place  not  only  without  the  operation  of  the 
will,  but  in  oppofltion  to  it  ; for  yawning  is  an  involuntary  fpafm 
of  the  mufcles  of  the  jaw,  which  is  frequently  excited  by  a fight 
of  the  fame  aClion  in  others  ; and  there  is  a cafe  recorded  in  the 
Philofophical  TranfaCtions,  by  Dr.  Garden  f,  of  a man  who,  in  his 
adult  Ifate,  and  pofTefifed  of  reafon,  imitated  involuntarily  and  irre- 

* See  fome  ingenious  obfervations  on  this  fubjedl  in  Dr.  Campbell’s  Philofophy  of 
Rhetoric,  Book  II.  chap.  vii. 

Speech  feems  to  be  to  thought  what  writing  is  to  fpeech,  or  rather  what  arith- 
metical or  algebraical  computation  is  to  common  language,  whether  fpoken  or 
written;  for  without  fpeech  the  operatiof^  of  the  mind,  particularly  that  of  abftrac- 
tion,  would  be  extremely  limited,  nor  could  there  be  any  of  thofe  extenfive  combi- 
nations of  thought  which  conflitute  a chain  of  reafoning.  It  would  appear  from 
this,  and  from  the  remark  in  page  39,  that  all  the  operations  of  the  human  mind 
are  founded  on  fenfation,  habit,  memory,  and  fpeech. 

f Phil.  Tranf.  Vol.  XII.  p.  8+2. 
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fiftibly  whatever  geftures  he  faw  in  others.  We  are  to  account,  on 
the  fame  principle,  for  that  general  fimilarity  of  external  manner 
and  of  accent  obfervable  in  particular  focieties  and  nations,  and 
which  all  men  infenfibly  acquire  in  a greater  or  ids  degree. 

The  only  objeds  of  imitation,  are  geftures  and  founds.  The 
imitation  of  geftures  feems,  at  firft  fight,  lefs  unaccountable  than 
that  of  founds  ; for  it  is  performed  by  members  which  are  objecls 
of  fight,  and  would  therefore  feem  more  eafily  transferrable  to  the 
correfponding  parts  of  another  perfon  ; whereas  the  organs  of  voice 
are  fo  hidden  and  minute,  that  we  can  have  no  knowledge  of  what 
parts  are  put  in  motion  in  order  to  produce  found.  But  upon  far- 
ther refledlion,  there  feems  little  or  no  difference  in  this  refpe(£l; ; 
for,  independently  of  anatomy,  we  know  nothing  of  mufcles  but 
by  their  effedls  ; and  there  feems  no  reafon  why  the  ear  being  af- 
fedled  by  a found,  fhould  not  excite  a given  motion  in  the  mufcles 
of  the  larynx  and  fauces,  as  well  as  that  a gefture,  by  having  its 
image  impreffed  on  the  retina,  fhould  excite  motions  in  the  legs  or 
arms.  Even  where  imitation,  or  any  other  adlion,  is  the  refult  of 
deliberate  volition  in  rational  beings,  the  motion  is  not  performed 
from  a knowledge  of  their  having  mufcles.  They  only  will  the 
effedf,  without  knowing  by  what  means  it  is  performed ; for 
though  it  may  feem  obvious  that  all  the  motions  of  an  animal  are 
effedled  by  the  fhortening  of  the  flefhy  fibres,  this  is  a fadl  with 
which  thofe  only  are  acquainted  who  have  fome  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy and  phyfiology,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a fundamental  and 
firft-rate  difcovery  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  living  body 

There 

* This  difcovery  cannot  be  traced  to  any  particular  improver  of  phyfiology,  but 
feems  to  have  arifen,  like  many  other  difcoveries  in  fcience  and  the  arts,  rather 
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There  ftill  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that  important  property  of 
living  mufcular  fibres,  which  confifts  in  a perpetual  flate  of  tenfion 
taking  place  at  all  times,  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  independent 
of  any  temporary  ftimulus.  When  any  mufcular  fibre  in  a living  ani- 
mal body,  whether  in  a flefhy  mufcle  or  a blood- vefl'el,  is  divided  by 
incifion,  there  is  an  immediate  retra£lion  of  the  feparated  parts  ; 
and  that  this  is  their  natural  flate,  is  farther  proved  by  the  fponta- 

neous  miotion  which  takes  place  in  confequence  of  the  relaxation 

0 

of  an  antagonifl  mufcle,  as  when  the  mouth  is  drawn  to  one  fde, 
in  confequence  of  hemiplegia.  A certain  degree  of  this  tenfion  is 

from  the  gradual  evolution  of  knowledge  than  the  efforts  of  any  individual.  It  has 
at  all  times  been  obferved,  that  exertions  of  ftrength  produce  a fwelling  and  mo- 
tion in  the  flelhy  parts  of  the  extremities,  and  the  word  denoting  a mufcle  in  different 
languages,  is  taken  from  the  refemblance  of  the  motions  under  the  fliin  to  thofe  of 
a little  nimble  animal,  fuch  as  a moufe  or  a lizard.  A mufcle  is  called  in  Greek 
in  Latin  mufculusy  or  lacertus^  and  that  mufcle  which  is  fo  vifible  near  the  ham  of  a 
(juadruped  when  walking,  is,  in  the  common  language  of  fome  parts  of  the  country, 
called  t\\e  moufe.  It  is  not  afeertained,  fofaras  I know,  who  firfl  aferibed  the  mo- 
tions of  animals  to  the  contraflion  of  flefhy  fibres.  There  is  no  mention  made  of 
this  in  the  works  of  Hippocrates,  but  it  is  very  clearly  flated  by  Galen  ; fo  that  the 
difeovery  feems  to  have  been  made  in  fome  intervening  period.  This  property  of 
mufcles  is  fo  well  afeertained  in  modern  times,  that  wherever  we  fee  a mufcular  fub- 
flance,  we  infer  fynthetically  that  fome  correfponding  fundfion  mull  belong  to  it ; 
and  we  find  an  irrefragable  argument  for  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  only  from 
confidering  th.e  heart  as  a mufcular  fubflance.  This  fubjedl  has  not  been  well  un- 
derflood till  modern  times,  otherwife  the  circulation  would  moft  probably  have  been 
difeovered  fooner  ; and  even  fince  this  difeovery,  we  find  fome  phyfiologills  fo  little 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  mufcular  power,  that  they  have  invented  a fanciful 
theory  of  the  motion  of  the  blood,  by  a fuppofed  fermentation  taking  place  in  the 
cavity  of  the  heart.  We  are  chiefly  indebted  to  Dr.  GlifTon,  who  lived  about  the 
middle  of  the  lafl  century,  for  the  firfl:  corredl  ideas  of  the  irritability  and  contradli- 
lity  of  mufcular  fibres. 
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neceflary  for  the  performance  of  the  natural  motions  of  the  mufcles, 
whether  voluntary  or  involuntary,  and  the  vigor  with  which  the 
feveral  adtions  are  performed,  depends  on  the  fibres  pofTefilng  a due 
degree  of  this  conftant  tone.  In  order  to  maintain  this  tone,  there 
muft  every  where  be  a counter adling  mechanical  power,  and  we 
perceive  accordingly  that  the  great  mufcles  are  kept  on  the  ftretch 
bv  the  bones,  the  heart  and  veflels  by  the  mafs  of  fluids,  and  the 
inteftines  by  the  ingejia,  and  their  natural  contents. 

When  this  tenfion  is  either  exceflive  or  defective,  various  irregu- 
lar and  morbid  adtions  are  produced.  The  vafcular  fyftem  is  more 
apt  to  be  affedled  by  various  degrees  of  natural  tone  than  any  other 
part  of  the  body,  the  reafon  of  which  may  be,  that  this  very  relax- 
ation produces  a greater  capacity  of  the  vafeuiar  fyflem,  and  the  re- 
lative quantity  of  the  mafs  of  fluids  being  thereby  diminifhed,  the 
refiliency  and  energy  of  the  veflels  are  not  fupported  even  by  their 
former  degree  of  diflenfion.  An  excefs  of  it  may  arife  either  from  the 
too  great  elaflicity  of  the  veflels  themfelves,  or  from  plethora.  The 
firft  is  indicated  by  a hard  pulfe,  and  that  correfponding  flate  of  the 
fluids  which  occafions  in  blood,  when  drawn  from  a vein  and  cold, 
a contradlion  of  the  craflamentum,  and  a fizv  crufl;.  Plethora  is 
moft  apt  to  arife  in  conftitutions  naturally  too  lax,  and  which, 
therefore,  do  not  bear  the  lofs  of  blood  fo  well  as  the  former. 

A defedt  of  tenfion  in  the  veflels  is  produced  either  by  difeafe, 
by  haemorrhage,  or  by  natural  conftitution.  In  difeafes,  this  want 
of  tenflon  is  indicated  by  general  debility  and  depreflion  of  fpirits, 
and  by  a weaknefs  of  the  pulfe.  And  as  irritlbility  and  fenfibility 
are  very  much  affedled  by  tenfion,  a want  of  it  in  the  veflels 
chiefly  conflitutes  what  is  called  a nervous  habit,  fuch  as  is  moft 
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commonly  met  with  in  the  female  fex  ; and  there  is  nothing  more 
apt  to  induce  fuch  a habit  than  haemorrhage,  which  1 liave  known 
to  produce  a long  train  of  hyfterical  fymptoms  in  thofe  who  had 
not  formerly  been  fubjecl  to  luch  complaints. 

There  is  a particular  conftitutlon  incident  to  both  fexes,  which 
is  commonly  connedled  with  corpulency,  and  has  been  called  by 
authors  the  temper  amentum  frigldum,  phlegmaticu?n,  and  fpongiofum, 
and,  in  common  language,  a grofs  and  flabby  habit.  In  thefe  there 
feems  to  be  a deficiency  of  the  natural  elaflicity  of  the  veflels,  and 
in  certain  difeafes,  even  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  fuch  as  the  ery- 
fipelas,  to  which  they  are  liable,  tonic  remedies,  fuch  as  the  Peru- 
vian bark,  are  found  to  be  the  cure,  and  in  difeafes  of  the  lungs, 
chalybeate  remedies  have  been  found  effedlual. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  clrcumftance  in  which  one  individual  dif- 
fers more  from  another,  than  this  natural  tenfion  of  the  mufcular 
fibres  ; and  it  would  be  more  ufeful,  as  well  as  more  conformable 
to  nature,  to  found  a dilcrimination  of  temperaments  upon  this, 
than  upon  the  fimeiful  theory  of  humours  ; for  this  difference  of 
conftitution  not  only  gives  occafion  to  a variety  in  natural  afpecfl, 
but  valuable  inferences  may  be  deduced  from  it  in  the  pathology  and 
treatment  of  difeafes. 

Not  only  the  general  excefs  or  defedl  of  tenfion,  but  the  inequa- 
lity of  It,  may  be  confidered  as  a caufe  of  difeafe.  It  feems  highly 
probable  that  thofe  local  affedlions  which  depend  on  the  congeftlon 
of  fluids,  are  owing  to  the  diflerence  of  tenfion  in  particular  parts 
in  relation  to  the  wliole  fyflem.  The  whole  arteries  of  the  body 
may  be  confidered  as  one  vefl'el,  the  capacity  of  w^hich  is  equal  to 
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the  fum  total  of  all  the  branches  of  the  arterial  lyftem,  and  as  every 
part  muft  be  equally  diftended  by  the  mafs  of  fluids,  it  follows 
that  if  the  flrength  of  the  veffels  of  any  one  part  ihould  not  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupport  an  equilibrium,  they  muft  yield  more  or  lefs  to  the 
elaftic  prefllire  of  the  reft  of  the  fyftem. 

There  is,  however,  a circumffance  of  great  importance  in  the  ani- 
mal oeconomy,  which  muft  tend  In  fome  meafure  to  counteradt  this 
inequality  of  tenfion.  When  the  mufcukr  fibres  of  any  particular 
part  are  under  a ftate  of  more  or  lefs  tenfion  than  the  reft  of  the  fyf- 
tem, this  is  communicated  by  fympathy  to  every  other  part  of  the 
body.  This  is  particularly  obfervable  in  the  blood  veflels  and 
inteftines  j for  a relaxation  in  any  part  of  thefe  will  produce  a 
like  affediion  in  every  other  part  of  the  animal  fyftem.  With 
regard  to  the  inteftines,  it  may  be  mentioned,  among  many  other 
proofs,  that  it  is  common  for  perfons  in  a ftate  of  great  weak- 
nefs  to  be  affedled  with  fyncope,  and  even  inftantaneous  death,  in 
the  a£t  of  evacuating  the  bowels.  It  feems  to  be  from  a like  caufe 
that  a temporary  lownefs  is  produced  by  an  abfcefs  being  opened. 
This  principle  of  the  animal  oeconomy  has  been  better  illuftrated  by 
Dr.  Cullen  than  any  other  phyfiologift  ; and  he  is  of  opinion,  that 
great  part  of  the  effedl  of  blood-letting  in  taking  off  the  tenfion  of  the 
vafcular  fyftem,  in  cafes  of  inflammation,  depends  on  the  depletion  of 
the  veffels  of  the  part  from  whence  the  blood  is  taken,  for  the  pro- 
portion of  the  quantity  drawn  to  the  whole  mafs  is  very  fmall  ; and 
it  may  alfo  be  urged  in  favour  of  this  opinion,  that  the  more  fudden- 
ly  the  evacuation  is  made,  the  more  effeflual  is  its  operation  in  re- 
moving the  inflammatory  difpofition,  inafmuch  as  the  local  de- 
pletion will  be  greater,  the  lefs  time  is  allowed  for  the  balance  of 
the  fyftem  to  replace  it» 
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WHAT  has  been  hitherto  (aid  of  Mufcular  Motion,  has  had 
relation  to  It  as  a property  peculiar  to  animal  matter  and  animal  life. 
What  I have  farther  to  add  on  this  fubjecl,  will  relate  to  the  mufcles 
merely  as  m.echanical  powers.  As  they  conflitute  the  ftrength  of 
animals,  it  may  be  proper  to  confider  the  relation  of  their  force  to 
their  bulk,  and  the  relation  of  the  bulk  and  ftrength  of  the  body 
to  the  denlity  and  cohetion  of  its  own  materials,  and  to  the  bulk,- 
denlity,  and  cohehon  of  the  external  inanimate  bodies  with  which 
it  is  converfant. 

It  has  been  demonllrated  by  Galileo  *,  that  in  fimilar  unequal 
bodies  of  a cylindrical  or  prifmatic  fhape,  fuch  as  tlie  limbs  of  ani- 
mals nearly  are,  the  ratio  of  their  efforts  to  break  by  their  own 
weight,  is  in  the  quadruplicate  ratio  of  their  lengths,  but  that  the 
refiflance  they  make  to  the  fame  force  is  only  in  the  triplicate  ratio 
of  their  lengths.  It  follows  from  this,  that  in  order  to  endow  the 
limbs  of  animals  with  the  fame  relativ^e  force,  it  is  not  only  necef- 
fary  that  the  bones  fhould  poffets  an  encreafed  proportion  of  thick- 
nefs,  in  order  to  give  an  adequate  increafe  of  what  may  be  called 
the  dead  ftrength,  but  a fimilar  increafe  of  living  ftrength  will  be 
neceffary,  by  a fultable  addition  of  mufcular  powder,  in  order  to 
keep  pace  with  the  increafed  fize  of  the  bones.  Now  we  obferve, 
in  fa£t,  that  in  the  large-fized  animals,  fuch  as  the  bull  and  the 
elephant,  the  thicknefs  both  of  their  bones  and  mufcles  bears  a 
greater  proportion  to  the  length  of  their  limbs,  than  in  the  fmaller 
animals,  and  they  are  therefore  of  a lefs  elegant  form.  But  Nature 
has  not  carried  this  fo  far,  as  to  compenfate  for  the  dlfadvantage 

* Vid.  Opere  di  Galileo.  Difcorfi  e demonftrazione  mathematiche. 
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ariiing  from  the  iiicreafe  of  fize ; for  the  greater  animals  have  not 
the  fame  proportional  Ifrength,  in  relation  to  their  bulk,  that 
the  fmaller  animals  have.  It  has  been  computed  * that  a flea  can 
draw  from  feventy  to  eighty  times  its  own  weight,  whereas  a 
horfe  cannot  with  eafe  draw  more  than  three  times  his  own  weight. 
This  difproportion  between  ftrength  and  fize  is  very  obfervable  in 
different  individuals  of  the  human  fpecles,  when  compared  to  each 
other;  for  tall  men  are  not  mufcular,  even  in  the  Ample  propor- 
tion of  their  ftature.  The  difference  in  the  fliape  and  fize  of  different 
men  may  be  confidered  as  an  accidental  variety,  or  lufus  natura^ 
owing,  probably,  to  his  artificial  mode  of  life,  and  for  which  Na- 
ture has  made  no  fpeclal  provifioii. 

We  are  led,  however,  from  a view  of  the  fame  mechanical  prin- 
ciples, to  perceive  the  wifdom  of  Nature  in  aflignlng  certain  gene- 
ral limits  to  the  ftature  of  the  human  body.  Had  man  been  made 
much  larger,  he  would  have  been  unwieldy,  and  fubjedl  to  acci- 
dents in  his  motions,  in  confequence  of  the  momentum  of  the  parts 
increafing  in  a higher  ratio  than  their  power  of  refiftance.  It  may 
be  anfwered,  that  the  parts  might  have  been  made  proportlonallv 
more  hard  and  tenacious.  But  there  are  other  clrcumftances  in  the 
animal  oeconorny  which  would  liave  been  a bar  to  this  ; for  had  the 
bones  been  hj\rder,  they  would  not  have  been  calculated  for  the 
common  duration  of  life,  the  effect  of  which  being  to  increafe  their 
hardnefs  and  drynefs,  they  muft  be  endowed  originally  with  a 
certain  degree  of  foftnefs  and  fucculence.  And  with  regard  to 
mufcles,  a degree  of  hardnefs,  much  greater  than  they  naturally 
poffefs,  would  have  been  Incompatible  with  their  contradllllty. 

* Vid.  Haller  Elementa  Phyfiologize,  Cap.  IX.  Sedl.  II. 
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Another  inconvenience  of  the  greater  ftature  of  man  would  be,  that 
he  would  require  larger  habitations,  more  food  and  clothing,  while 
he  would  have  lefs  relative  ftrength  to  provide  for  thefe  wants.  On 
the  other  hand,  had  man  been  of  a ftature  much  lefs  than  what  he 
,enjoys  by  nature,  he  would  not  have  pofleffed  fufficient  power  over 
external  objects,  to  a£l  up  to  thofe  fuperior  faculties  of  mind  with 
which  he  is  endowed.  If  nature  had  conferred  on  man  only  one 
half  of  his  actual  ftature  and  ftrength,  with  the  fame  powers  of 
reafon,  we  may  venture  to  affirm  that  he  would  not  have  carried 
his  dominion  over  nature  to  the  fame  extent.  As  he  is  now  con- 
ftituted,  his  force  being  commenfurate  with  external  nature,  he  has 
been  able,  either  by  force  or  artifice,  to  aflert  his  fovereignty  over 
the  woods  and  fields,  by  maftering  the  ftrongeft  and  fierceft  wild 
beafts  ; he  has  been  able  to  change  the  whole  face  of  nature  on  the 
furface  of  the  earth,  by  works  of  induftry,  and  monuments  of  art ; 
he  has  been  able  to  fell  trees,  to  build  fhips,  and  to  circumnavi- 
gate the  planet  he  inhabits.  It  is  rather  a triumph  of  his  reafon 
than  of  his  corporeal  ftrength,  to  fay,  in  the  language  of  a modern 
poet  *,  that  he  can 

“ Meafure  earth,  weigh  air,  and  ftate  the  tides  ;** 
or,  according  to  the  fublime  idea  of  an  ancient  philofopher  t,  that 
he  could  turn  the  earth  from  its  orbit,  could  he  find  footing  on 
another  earth,  from  whence  to  exert  the  powers  ofmechanifm  ; but 
fuch  knowledge  and  fuch  conceptions  could  never  have  been  attained 
but  by  a being  of  a certain  degree  of  bodily  ftrength  and  ftature. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  fafely  be  inferred,  that  as  the 
external  bodies  with  which  we  are  converfant  poflefs  given  degrees 
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of  cohefion,  bulk,  and  denfity,  which  require,  correfponding  powers 
to  a6l  upon  them  ; fo  the  human  body,  at  its  mean  ftature,  is  beft 
adapted  for  producing  thofe  changes  upon  matter,  which  are  ne- 
cefiary  for  felf-prefervation,  and  the  various  accommodations  of 
life.  And  an  argument  may  be  drawn  from  hence  againft  tlie  te- 
nets of  thofe  fpeculative  philofophers,  who  hold  that  the  fize  and 
ftrength  of  man  were  much  greater  in  remote  antiquity  than  in  mo- 
dern times.  It  is  evident,  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  if  the 
bulk  of  the  human  body  were  much  greater  than  it  is,  it  would  be 
both  ufelefs  and  inconvenient,  and  would  not  preferve  that  har- 
mony with  the  reft  of  nature,  which  is  fo  agreeable  to  the  analogy 
of  her  other  works. 


I ftiall  conclude  this  Lecture  with  fome  remarks  on  the  mufcles, 
confidered  as  mechanical  powers  a<fting  upon  levers. 


The  mufcles 
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upon  levers. 


The  firft  remark  to  be  made  upon  this,  is  fo  obvious,  that  it  has 
hardly  efcaped  the  notice  of  any  modern  phyfiologift,  and  feems  at 
firft  fight  to  militate  againft  that  wifdom  of  nature  which  is  fo  confpi- 
cuous  in  other  refpe<fts.  What  I mean  is,  the  great  wafte  of  mecha- 
nical power  which  is  incurred  by  the  manner  in  which  the  mufcles  are 
inferted  into  the  bones.  This  difadvantageous  action  of  mufcles  is  Their  dlfad- 
chiefly  owing  to  two  circumftances.  One  of  thefe  is  their  infertion,  don^T.^From 

_ , 'll  manner  of 

are  conneaed  with  bones,  their  infertion 
into  a part  which  is  much  nearer  the  fulcrum  than  the  refiftance.  ^ ^ 
Thus  the  two  mufcles  of  the  arm,  called  the  biceps  and  brachiaus 
interms,  in  order  to  fupport  in  the  hand  a weight  of  one  pound  with 
the  fore  arm  at  right  angles  to  the  humerus^  muft  exert  a power 
equal  to  ten  pounds.  The  other  circumftance  giving  rife  to  a wafte 
of  power,  is  the  great  obliquity  with  which  they  are  inferted  into 
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the  bones  upon  which  they  are  intended  to  fo  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  force  is  expended  in  preffing  one  bone  againfl  another  at 
the  articulation,  and  only  a fmall  portion  of  it  in  making  the  flexures 
and  extenflons  ; fo  as  to  produce  the  defired  effed  at  the  extre- 
mity. 

' But  thefe  difadvantages  are  compenfated  by  certain  conveniences,^ 
and  if  nature  has  endowed  the  mufcles  with  fufficient  power  for 
the  purpofes  of  life,  after  making  allowance  for  the  wafte  of  force, 
there  can  be  no  reafon  to  find  fault  with  her  management.  One 
of  the  principal  advantages  arifing  from  this  diftribution  of  the 
mufcles,  is  the  prefervation  of  the  fliape  of  the  members  ; for  un- 
lefs  the  mufcles  and  tendons  had  been  pretty  nearly  in  the  diredion 
of  the  bones,  they  mufl:  have  pafled  like  bow-ftrings  from  one  bone 
to  another,  in  making  the  flexures  of  the  joints.. 

and  in  aflions  . In  eftimatiiig  the  wafte  of  force,  in  confequence  of  the  mecha- 

of  percuffion,  . , . , . ^ . 

nical  difadvantages  before  mentioned,  we  are  to  diftinguifti  between 
thofe  adions  which  confift  in  prelTure,  and  thofe  which  confift  in 
percuffion  ; for  as  the  momentum  of  the  latter  depends  on  velocity, 
it  is  evident  that  there  is  a great  advantage  from  the  infertion  of  the 
tendon  being  near  the  centre  of  motion,  as  greater  velocity,  with 
lefs  expence  of  contradion,  will  be  thereby  imparted  to  the  extre- 
mity. The  mufcles,  for  inftanee,  which  are  attached  to  the  olecra- 
non^ in  performing  thofe  adions  with  the  hand  which  require  rub- 
bing, ad  with  a difadvantage,  exadly  in  proportion  to  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  diftance  from  their  infertion  to  the  joint  of  the  elbow, 
and  that  from  the  fame  joint  to  the  hand.  This  is  an  ad  of  pref- 
fure.  But  in  the  cafe  of  percuffion,  as  in  the  adion  of  ufing  a 

hammer, 
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parts, 
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hammer,  there  is  an  evident  advantage  refulting  from  the  velocity 
communicated  to  the  extremity  ; for  in  order  to  have  produced  the 
fame  velocity,  with  the  infertion  at  a greater  diftance  from  the  centre 
of  motion,  a greater  range  of  contradlion  would  have  been  neceffary. 
The  faving  of  contraction,  therefore,  may  be  reckoned  another 
principal  advantage  in  the  attachment  of  mufcles  near  to  the  centre 
of  motion.  As  this  is  a point  which  I think  has  not  been  attended 
to,  in  explaining  the  mechanifm  of  the  mufcles,  I fhall  conclude 
with  fome  remarks  upon  it. 

As  the  mufcles  of  voluntary  motion  are  fubjeil  to  fatigue,  every 
circumftance  that  can  tend  to  diminifh  this,  will  be  favourable  to 
the  purpofes  of  nature.  Fatigue  depends  upon  the  force,  fre- 
quency, duration,  and  extent  of  the  contradlion  of  mufcular  fibres. 
It  is  this  laft  which  is  meant  here  to  be  illulfrated.  If  any  one 
will  take  the  trouble  of  comparing  the  fatigue  of  the  biceps  mufcle, 
in  bearing  a weight  in  the  hand,  with  the  elbow  joint  bent  to  a right 
angle,  with  that  of  bearing  the  fame  weight  for  the  fame  length  of 
time,  with  the  joint  at  an  acute  angle,  he  will  be  fenfible  how 
much  the  degree  of  fatigue  depends  on  the  extent  of  contradlion, 
and  by  attending  to  the  relative  fituation  of  mufcular  fibres,  it  will 
appear  that  nature,  in  diftributing  the  fibres  of  mufcles  obliquely, 
has  had  it  in  view  not  only  to  increafe  their  number,  but  to  fave 
contradion. 

\ 

In  furveying  the  adions  of  all  the  various  mufcles,  it  appears, 
not  only  from  the  co-operation  of  different  mufcles,  but  from  the 
pofition  of  the  fibres  in  the  fame  mufcle,  that  there  is  hardly  an 
adion  to  be  met  with  that  can  be  called  dired.  In  fome  inflances, 
two  mufcles,  or  fets  of  mufcles,  are  made  to  co-operate,  fo  that 

the 


by  faving  con- 
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Compenfated, 
I.  by  multi- 
plying the 
number  of 
fibres. 


the  motion  efFeded  by  them  fhall  be  in  the  diagonal  oFtheir  direc- 
tion. This  is  the  cafe  of  the  oblique  mufcles  of  the  abdomen  in 
fome  of  their  a(J!lions,  and  the  intercoftal  mufcles  in  all  their  a£tions. 
Sometimes,  different  portions  of  the  fame  mufcle  produce  in  like 
manner  an  intermediate  and  combined  effe£t,  as  in  the  inftance  of 
the  cucullarls,  one  part  of  which  being  attached  to  the  vertebra  of 
the  neck,  and  another  to  thofe  of  the  lower  part  of  the  back,  their 
joint  effedt  is  to  draw  the  fcapula  towards  the  fpine.  And  in  all  the 
long  mufcles,  however  fimple  their  origin  and  infertion  may  be, 
there  is  an  internal  obliquity  of  their  fibres,  in  regard  to  each  other, 
as  defcribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Hunter  ; for  thefe  do  not  run  from  end 
to  end,  but  there  are  parts  of  the  tendon  running  into  the  belly  of 
the  mufcle,  fo  as  to  divide  it  into  penniform  and  rhomboidal  por- 
tions. This  diftribution  of  the  fibres  takes  off  from  their  length  ; 
but  as  it  takes  place  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  origin  and  infertion  are 
at  a confiderable  diflance,  this  can  be  afforded  ; arid  this,  as  well  as 
the  wafte  of  power,  in  confequence  of  oblique  adlion,  is  more  than 
compenfated  by  the  increafed  ftrength,  from  the  fibres  being  mul- 
tiplied ; for,  in  confequence  of  this  ftrudlure,  there  is  an  extent  of 
tendon  afforded  fufficient  for  the  infertion  of  a greater  quantity  of 
flefhy  fibres. 


This  iiiuftrat-  This  principle  in  the  mechanifm  of  mufcular  adtion,  is  well  il- 

edin  the  ftruc- 

tureof  fifti.  luftrated  by  confidering  the  motions  of  fifh.  The  mufcles  of  mofl 
fifh  confifl  of  regular  feries  of  oblique  fhort  fibres,  forming  thofe 
Jirata  which  every  one  muff  have  obferved  in  their  mufcular  fub- 
flance.  Their  motions  are  more  fimple  and  limited  than  thofe  of  land 
animals,  but  much  more  vigorous  ; for  a fifh  in  the  fea  has  to  make 
its  way  through  a medium  about  a thoufaiid  times  more  denfe  than 

air. 
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air,  and  with  more  rapidity.  Nature,  therefore,  inftead  of  giving 
them  mufcles  whofe  fibres  would  run  firaight  from  one  end  of 
their  body  to  the  other,  has  multiplied  their  numbers,  by  diflri- 
buting  them  into  fhort  and  oblique  portions.  If  one  was  called 
upon  to  name  inflances  of  the  greatefi:  mufcular  efforts,  it  is  in  fifh 
that  thefe  are  to  be  found.  1 have  feen  the  fword  of  a fword-fifli 
flicking  in  a plank,  which  it  had  penetrated  from  fide  to  fide ; and 
when  it  is  confidered  that  the  animal  was  then  moving  through  fo 
denfe  a medium,  and  in  the  fame  diredion  with  the  fhip,  we  mufl 
form  a high  conception  of  its  mufcular  power. 

An  advantage  the  reverfe  of  what  has  been  flated,  arifes  from 
the  oblique  diredion  of  the  intercoflal  mufcles,  the  fibres  of  which 
are  thereby  lengthened  ; for  in  parts  fo  near  each  other  as  the  ribs, 
there  would  have  been  a great  inconvenience  in  their  pafling  di- 
redly  from  one  to  another.  Befides,  in  confequence  of  their 
oblique  diredion,  the  origin  in  the  fuperior  rib  is  placed  nearer  to 
the  centre  of  motion  than  the  infertion  in  the  inferior  rib,  the  ef- 
fed  of  which  is,  that  all  the  ribs  are  elevated,  whereby  the  cavity 
of  the  thorax  is  enlarged,  which  is  the  view  of  nature. 

But  the  advantage  or  rather  compenfation  of  obliquity,  which  I 
mean  particularly  here  to  demonflrate,  is,  that  the  fame  effed  is  pro- 
duced with  a lefs  proportional  decurtation  of  fibres,  than  if  the  fame 
motion  had  been  performed  by  a dlred  power.  Borelli  has  eftimated 
geometrically  the  lofs  of  power  from  oblique  adion,  but  feems  to 
have  overlooked  this  compenfation  of  it,  which  is  not  inconfiderable, 
when  we  refled  that  there  is  thereby  a faving  of  contradion,  and 
confequently  of  fatigue.  This  can  be  rendered  an  objed  of  geo- 
metrical 
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This  demon- 
ftrated  by  a 
theorem. 


metrical  proof,  and  I here  fubjoln  a demonftration  of  it,  which  I 
made  out,  when  engaged  in  the  ftudy  of  anatomy,  eighteen  years 
ago. 

Let  the  line  A B,  in  the  annexed  diagram,  reprefent  a moveable 
bone,  and  the  line  C D a fixed  bone  parallel  to  it.  Let  F E,  per- 
pendicular to  thefe  litles,  reprefent  a mufcle  adling  in  its  own  di- 
redion,  and  the  lines  G E H E reprefent  two  mufcles  ading  ob- 
liquely, and  producing,  by  a diagonal  adion,  the  fame  effed  as 
the  other.  If  the  bone  A B be  brought  to  the  htuation  a b,  by  the 
adion  of  the  mufcle  F E,  the  mufcle  will  then  be  in  the  fituation 
F K.  If  the  bone  is  brought  into  the  fame  fituation  by  the  adion 
of  the  mufcles  G E,  H E,  thefe  ipufcles  will  then  be  in  the  fituation 
G K,  H K. 


The  propofition  to  be 
demonflrated  is,  that  the 
line  G K bears  a greater 
proportion  to  the  line 
G E,  than  the  line  F K 
does  to  line  F E ; for  F K 
is  to  F E as  GL  is  to 
G E.  (Euc.  Elem.  B.  vi. 

Prop.  2.)  and  the  angle  ELK,  being  lefs  than  a right  angle,  the 
angle  G L K,  which  is  adjacent  to  it,  mufl  be  greater  than  a right 
angle ; and  the  angle  G K L,  being  in  the  fame  triangle  with 
G L K,  mufl  be  lefs  than  a right  angle.  The  line  G K,  therefore, 
which  fubtends  the  greater  angle,  is  greater  than  the  lineGL,  fub- 
tcnding  the  leffer,  and  therefore  bears  a greater  proportion  to  GE. 
But  the  line  G L is  to  G E,  as  F K is  to  F E ; and  therefore  G K 

bears 
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bears  a greater  proportion  to  G E,  than  F K does  to  F E ; that  is, 
the  fibres  of  the  mufcles  afling  obliquely,  fuffer  a lefs  proportional 
decurtation  than  thofe  of  the  mufcle  afling  diredUy. 

It  is  farther  obvious,  that  the  more  oblique  the  a£lion  becomes, 
the  greater  faving  there  will  be  of  contradHon  ; for  in  moving  the 
line  a b towards  C D,  the  line  F K diminifhes  in  a fwifter  ratio 
than  the  line  G K,  and  when  the  former  has  vanifhed,  the  latter  is 
in  the  fituation  G F. 

I have  thus  endeavoured  to  (ketch  fome  of  the  mod  important 
particulars  in  the  natural  motions  of  living  animals,  a fubjed:  which 
affords  one  of  the  fined  and  mod  fertile  fields  for  contemplating 
the  wifdom  with  which  Nature  adapts  her  means  to  her  ends ; and 
which  has  been  judly  confidered  as  carrying  the  mod  irrefidible 
evidence  of  the  exidence  of  an  intelligent  caufe.  The  fubjed  is  fo 
far  from  being  exhauded,  that  I am  convinced  there  are  circum- 
dances  in  the  relative  didribution  and  correfpondence  of  organs, 
depending  on  mufcular  motion,  fo  profound  and  exquifite,  as  far 
to  exceed  the  utmod  reach  of  human  thought  to  comprehend,  or 
of  human  ingenuity  to  detcd; : and  here,  as  in  every  other  part  of 
the  frame  of  the  univerfe,  the  mod  elevated  conceptions  which  the 
mod^apturoSKwimagination  can  form  of  the  beauty  and  magnificence 
of  Nature,  will  fall  far  diort  of  the  real  fublimity  of  her  works. 
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